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Welcome to the summer edition of The School’s Reporter —
Compass Community Schools’ termly news roundup.

This is the third issue of our schools’ wide magazine,
which is aimed at everyone in the Compass schools
community: staff, students, parents and anyone else who
interested in what we do.

Many thanks again to everyone who has sent items in,
and extra special thanks fo our communications
ambassadors — who continue fo make this publication
possible.

In this issue, you'll read about the exciting things that
Compass students have been involved in since March. As
usual, Compass schools have been very busy providing
exciting opportunities for their students to learn from and
enjoy.

The next edition will be out in December. Before then,
Compass Points will be out for staff in October. Please
keep your stories coming in. As you know, this is just one
of the outlets we have for your stories. If you send it in, it
will get published!




March | f Butterfly Camouflage at Wheatley Park

As one of their activities for the recent British Science Week, students at CCS Wheatley Park enjoyed taking
partin a butterfly camouflage competition. The competition was used to demonstrate how some animals
use camouflage techniques to protect them from predators.

Students were given the brief fo find an area in the school and to design a butterfly that would be perfectly
camouflaged in that environment. Students enjoyed using their creative skills and came up with a range of
highly imaginative solutions fo the problem.

Deputy headteacher, Emma Orchard, then went on a butterfly hunt — to see if she could find the cleverly
camouflaged butterflies. Although they were all hidden in plain sight, the students’ efforts to conceal them
made the task very tricky.

The high standard of work also made the judging of the competition
challenging - but after much thought, the winners were DL, MW and
DMG. A selection of the students’ work is shown here. Well done to
everyone who took part in this competition!




Boleyn Park Labyrinth Given Go Ahead by Ofsted

Compass Community School Boleyn Park has successfully completed its material change Ofsted inspection.

This means that it has now been officially cleared to open its new Labyrinth site — providing places for an
additional 20 students aged 8 - 18yrs with special learning needs.

CCS Boleyn Park Labyrinth has been built in response to the growing need for SEND places within the Essex
area and will work with children who experience learning difficulties in their educational journeys.

In keeping with all Compass schools, Labyrinth uses a therapeutic approach, centred around the needs of the
individual child. Children at Compass schools often have wide ranging SEND needs - which need to be
empathetically addressed, before effective learning can take place. Compass believe their therapeutic
approach is a major reason why they have been so successful in helping children to rediscover their love of
learning.

Headteacher, Chelle Booth, is delighted with the new school. “As a specialist SEND school, we are guided only
by what is best for the changing needs of our students. Labyrinth’s nurturing approach makes it a great place
for students to gain the confidence and resilience to reach their true potential. I'm sure our youngsters will be
very happy coming to school here.”

Boleyn Park Labyrinth are looking forward to welcoming their first students very soon.

Food Technology GCSE at Thornebrook

A student at CCS Lincolnshire Thornebrook made Baklava in a
food technology lesson, as a part of his GCSE studies.

L produced the delicious delicacy in Thornebrook’s on-site
school kitchen, using nuts, honey and filo pastry. The nuts and
honey were mixed, before being placed between layers of filo
pastry (a very light pastry, consisting of many thin layers). After
the top layer was brushed with sugar water, the Baclava was
then baked in the oven for around 1 hour 20 minutes.

The dish turned out very well. Once cooled, it was cut into
diamond shapes and tasted! L now plans fo develop his
cooking skills by trying new dishes for his food technology GCSE.



Wheatley Park Students Learn About
the Dangers of Drugs and Alcohol

Students at CCS Wheatley Park recently took part in an interactive session on drug and alcohol awareness.
This was led by Becky Lewis from U-Turn, Swindon’s drug education and support service.

As part of the session, students had the chance to wear specially designed goggles that mimic the effects
of alcohol and certain drugs. While wearing them, students attempted simple tasks like catching a ball and
aiming darts at a target—quickly realizing how much coordination and judgment can be affected.

In addition to these hands-on activities, students were able fo see examples of different substances and
ask questions about their risks and effects. The session provided valuable insights into the dangers of drug
and alcohol use, reinforcing key messages from the school’s PSHE curriculum.

This highly engaging experience helped students understand the real-life impact of substance use and
gave them practical knowledge on how to stay safe. Many thanks to Becky and U-Turn for delivering such
an informative and thought-provoking session.

Red Nose Day Celebrations Get Things Going at Labyrinth

Red Nose Day proved to be a great event to get things going at CCS Boleyn Park’s new Labyrinth site.

With typical Boleyn Park enthusiasm, staff and students enjoyed a range of activities to raise awareness and
funds for the annual charity event.

“We love a charity event at Boleyn Park,” said Headteacher, Chelle Booth. “This is the first of many to come at
our new Boleyn Park Labyrinth site.”

The best of luck to everyone on your new education adventure!




CCS Hemsworth Student Embraces Duke of Edinburgh

Residential in South Wales

A CCS Hemsworth Year 9 student recently took part in a three-day
residential as part of his Duke of Edinburgh Award—an experience
filled with personal growth, new challenges, and exciting firsts.

Traveling to South Wales marked the first time the student had ever
been to another country. Although he initially felt anxious, his
excitement quickly took over. Along the way, he made a memorable
stop at Barry Island, where he got fo see the filming location of Gavin &
Stacey.

For the first time, he also stayed in a B&B. Despite initial nerves, he
embraced the experience and made the most of his fime away from
home.

Once at Bike Park Wales, he began his volunteering by assisting staff
with sefting up stands and supporting other young people attending
from different schools. He also helped the coaches, as the younger
children built their confidence in cycling. In addition to volunteering, he
made the most of the incredible off-road bike tracks, riding frails
designed for all skill levels—including jumps and ramps for more
advanced riders. One highlight was riding the UK'’s longest green flow
trail, which he thoroughly enjoyed.

Beyond his official volunteering tasks, he showed great initiative by
collecting litter around the local area and trails, helping to keep the
environment safe and clean.

The entire CCS Hemsworth team is incredibly proud of him for
overcoming personal barriers and embracing this residential with such
a positive aftitude.




CCS Boleyn Park students Go Wild with WWF Live Lesson

CCS Boleyn Park students enjoyed a World Wildlife Fund live lesson on Tuesday 25™ March, discovering
fascinating facts about UK wildlife and the importance of protecting nature. The session encouraged students
to explore local biodiversity, from birds and badgers to beetles and bats, while learning how scientists frack
animal movements through tagging programmes in the wild.

Students joined in as a group by answering quiz questions and posting their responses online. They were
excited to take part in interactive elements throughout the session, as the presenter shared real-life
conservation stories and encouraged students to spot wildlife in their own surroundings.

The lesson also linked to the Mini London Marathon in Schools initiative, which invites young people to stay
active and connect with nature. Students were keen to know if CCS Boleyn Park would be participating.

This year, Boleyn Park students are already signed up for their own version of the Mini Marathon - a run,
walk, jog, or wheelchair event along the iconic Southend Pier. At 1.33 miles each way, it's the longest
pleasure pier in the world - offering a stunning setting for movement, mindfulness, and a celebration of
nature. A l )

Coastal Park Year 11 Student Secures His Dream

Placement in Post-16 Football Academy
After attending a post-16 open day, R from CCS Coastal Park, knew exactly what he wanted to do next - join a
football academy. With a clear goal in mind, the year 11 student threw himself into the process by attending
multiple trials throughout the year. His dedication paid off when he was selected to take part in the final
round of fry-outs — a significant achievement in itself.

To secure his place, he also needed to meet academic requirements, including specific GCSEs and a strong
result in his BTEC sport course. He rose to the challenge by working tirelessly both in the classroom and on
the pitch. Last week, while at school, R received the exciting news — he had been accepted! Overjoyed by this
news, he was keen fo share his news with staff and students.

He is now set to train daily and play for a semi-professional football club over the next two years, while also
studying for his Level 3 BTEC in sport. This qualification will open up a variety of career pathways in the sports
industry — from coaching and physiotherapy to personal training, or even professional football.

Everyone at CCS Coastal Park is incredibly proud of their student and all he has achieved. His PE and BTEC
teacher was understandably delighted for him, saying that, “R has worked so hard for this. He's put in extra
hours—time and time again—and stayed committed to his goal for over a year. He's also been a brilliant
role model to our younger students, many of whom now want to follow in his footsteps.”

This year, Coastal Park students continue to demonstrate what's possible when they are supported to pursue
their ambitions - through determination, high-quality teaching, and the kind of nurturing environment that
builds resilience and pride. Congratulations, R — your hard work and commitment have fruly paid off.



Thetford Fire and Rescue Service Visit Eld Park

Staff and students at CCS Eld Park enjoyed welcoming the Thetford Fire & Rescue service to their school
recently.

Franeck and Jordy spoke with students about their vital roles, giving them a chance to try on the uniform.
Staff even raced to see who could gear up the fastest!

Students explored the fire truck, met Rob and Steve, and tested the thermal imaging device. The highlight
was practicing with the hose—thanks to the staff who volunteered as targets!

It was a highly engaging experience that gave students valuable insight into firefighting.

Over the past five weeks, students at CCS Eld Park have been conducting a mock
police investigation as part of their Society We Live In fopic.

This has been a highly engaging experience that brought forensic science and justice
procedures to life. Students began by discussing how to approach a crime scene and
identifying what offences may have occurred. They then attended the scene of a
fictional burglary, where a window had been broken and computers taken from the IT
room.

Taking on the role of Scene of Crime Officers (SOCOs), students carefully gathered
evidence while avoiding cross contamination. They examined fibres, liffed and
analysed fingerprints, used UV torches to reveal hidden marks and tested ink samples.

Throughout the investigation, students interviewed witnesses and followed forensic
leads. Their detailed enquiries led them to identify two suspects, whom they arrested
and inferviewed.

In their final session this week, students will step into the courtroom for a mock Crown
Court frial. With the evidence stacked up against the suspects, it promises fo be a
dramatic conclusion to this imaginative and hands-on project.

Well done to all the budding detectives at Eld Park—your investigative work has been
outstanding!




Cledford Park learners enjoy a character-filled

March World Book Day celebration

World Book Day was celebrated in style at CCS Cledford Park, where learners and staff embraced the day
by coming to school in costume.

In the run-up to the event, Miss Oldham created a buzz of excitement by dropping daily clues about her
costume choice—riddles that echoed the kind learners had been tackling in their English lessons. Clues
hinted at a character with sharp teeth, a large size, and green colouring. Learners offered some fantastic
guesses before eventually landing on the correct answer.

On the day itself, Miss Oldham revealed her costume as The Enormous Crocodile from Roald Dahl’'s much-
loved story.

The day’s activities included a live online lesson exploring different book genres, and a national reading
challenge where children across the UK paused to read simultaneously. The celebrations ended on a cosy
note, with learners sharing their favourite books over a warming hot chocolate.

It was a joyful celebration of stories and imagination—fostering a lifelong love of reading among Cledford
Park learners.




CCS Hereford Students Enjoy the Outdoors

With the weather rapidly improving in the spring, students at CCS Hereford embraced the outdoors — where
hands-on experiences supported both learning and wellbeing. Whether spending fime in nature or caring for
living creatures, they enjoyed a range of opportunities to connect with the natural world.

T enjoyed a calming afternoon fishing at Acton Mill Care Farm. He found the peaceful setting ideal for reflection
and said he would happily return any fime.

Back at school, students cared for a lively group of tadpoles. Since the frogspawn first arrived, students
observed each stage of development and took responsibility for feeding them daily. At the time of writing, they
were eagerly awaiting the appearance of tiny legs!

Experiences like these are a natural part of life at CCS Hereford, where outdoor learning helps students grow in
confidence, curiosity and care.

LitterHeroes in Action at CCS Athelstan Park

Students at CCS Athelstan Park proudly became LitterHeroes by taking part in this year’s Great Big School
Clean, a nationwide campaign running from 21 March to 6™ April.

Armed with litter pickers and a strong sense of responsibility, students worked together o help clean up their
local community.

The campaign is part of a national initiative that

encourages young people to care for their

surroundings and take pride in where they live. Last

year, over 160,000 pupils across the UK took part in PY
the Great Big School Clean, making a real difference

to their neighbourhoods.

This year, Athelstan Park students really showed their
commitment to the environment — demonstrating
great teamwork, and a desire to create a cleaner,
greener world.



Seacole Park Students Rewarded with Waterpark
Adventure in Scarborough

To celebrate the end of Term 2, eleven students from CCS Seacole Park enjoyed a well-earned reward trip to
Alpamare Water Park in Scarborough on 4th April 2025.

Each student had consistently demonstrated positive behaviour and strong engagement in lessons
throughout the ferm — earning their place on this exciting outing, led by deputy head Alex Reveley.

Alpamare lived up fo its bold reputation as “the biggest, the fastest, the wettest, the warmest, the cleanest,
the waviest, the newest, the funnest, the most unlike-any-waterpark-you‘'ve-seen before waterpark.” From
adrenaline-fuelled slides to relaxing pools, learners experienced a day full of fun, laughter and adventure.

The group then spent the afternoon on Scarborough’s seafront—tucking into fish and chips and making the
most of the sunshine with games on the beach.

Students were full of praise for the day: “Best day ever”, “The slides were insane” and “Please can we come
back next term as a reward?” were among the many positive comments made about the frip.

The impact has already been felt back in school — with record numbers of learners now achieving “Green
Weeks” for positive behaviour and engagement in Term 3.

With Flamingo Land confirmed as the next reward trip, enthusiasm among students is stronger than ever.
An uplifing and memorable day - recognising hard work, building friendships and inspiring learners to aim
high.

A star shines brightly at CCS Hemsworth! % % % %k

Congratulations to Hemsworth teacher, Angie Gerald, who
was amazing in her role as a member of The Dynamites in
Hairspray (centre of photo).

The musical was performed at Huddersfield's Lawrence
Batley Theatre and was well attended by her colleagues.

The show was very well received, leaving audiences
thoroughly entertained and wanting more.

Brilliant stuff Angie!




Pygmy Goats Delight Students at Seacole Park

Students and staff at CCS Seacole Park recently enjoyed a heart-warming visit from aSCEND Animal Therapy,
who brought along three friendly pygmy goats for a day of therapeutic fun and learning.

Seacole Park’s Nicola Murphy reached out to the aScEND charity, to arrange their visit. The event was split
into two sessions — one for primary learners and one for secondary — ensuring every child had the chance to
engage. Accompanied by two aScEND staff members, the goats proved an instant hit. Learners were invited
to walk the goats around the school garden, stroke and hold them, feed them treats, and even groom their
fur.

Students asked thoughtful questions about the goats’ diet, age and how they are cared for — eager to learn
more about their new furry visitors. Many were especially interested in how the goats were named and what
they enjoy eating.

The impact of the visit was immediately clear. Learners spoke animatedly with their peers about which goat
was their favourite and described how much they enjoyed being outside with the animals. The visit also
coincided with a visit from the local Police Community Support Officer (PCSO), Sarah Freer, who was
delighted to meet the goats alongside the children.

Staff commented on the overwhelmingly positive response from students, noting how joyful and engaged
they were throughout the sessions. Following the success of the day, there is hope that aScEND and their
animals will return to Seacole Park before the summer holidays.

Animal therapy experiences such
as this are part of Compass
Community Schools’ wider
commitment to promoting
emotional wellbeing, developing
confidence, and providing
unique opportunities for every
child.




Seacole Park Students Enjoy Bram Stoker
Inspired Visit to Whitby Abbey

KS3 students from CCS Seacole Park recently took part in an unforgettable visit to Whitby Abbey - bringing
their English studies to life in the most atmospheric setting imaginable. As part of their exploration of the
Gothic genre, students had been reading an extract from Bram Stoker’s Dracula. This trip gave them the

chance to step directly into the world that inspired it.

Led by English teacher Mrs Robson, the day began with a walk through the striking ruins of Whitby Abbey -
a site that has stood for more than a thousand years. While there, students immersed themselves in the
dramatic architecture and rich history the site. The dramatic remains and brooding skies offered a powerful
sense of the past, fuelling discussions about Gothic conventions and themes.

The trip confinued with a walk through the graveyard at St Mary’s Church, perched high above the harbour.
This is the very location described in the Dracula extract the students had studied. As they wandered
among the headstones, many were struck by their age — and surprised to learn that some marked the
memory of sailors lost at seq, their bodies never recovered.

After lunch in the sunshine and a final stop at the gift shop, students returned energised and inspired. The
relaxed atmosphere helped them strengthen friendships with peers and staff — deepening both their
understanding of literature and their connection to each other.
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Boleyn Park Students Build Communication
and Team Spirit Through Creative Challenge

At CCS Boleyn Park, primary students recently
took part in a learning session designed to
develop communication, teamwork and unity.

The interactive session encouraged boys to work
in pairs — one describing an image without
naming any of the objects, and the other
aftempting fo recreate the drawing based on the
description alone.

This seemingly simple challenge proved to be a
powerful tool for strengthening bonds within the
class, particularly as many of the students are
new to the group. Clear communication, careful
listening, and collaborative problem-solving
were essential, creating a fun and purposeful
learning experience.

To reinforce their growing sense of identity and
camaraderie, the group also worked together to
develop a team name and logo. After a process
of negotiation and compromise, the boys proudly
adopted a Star Wars-inspired robot as their
symbol. The creation of the logo became a
valuable exercise in feamwork, with each
student contributing ideas and learning to listen
and adapt.

The session concluded with the boys collectively
designing a picture to describe fo their teacher —
demonstrating just how far their collaborative
skills had come in a short space of time. The
activity not only brought the group closer
together, but also highlighted their enthusiasm,
creativity and willingness to support one another.
Staff agreed that it was a joy to see such energy
and investment from the boys - Boleyn Park'’s
newest class is already showing what it means
to work together as a team.




Outdoor Learning Flourishes at CCS Eld Park

Students at CCS Eld Park have been learning and growing through a highly engaging range of Forest School
sessions.

Delivered in the school’s outdoor space, these sessions have offered pupils the chance to explore nature while
developing practical skills and teamwork. Activities have included planting fruits and vegetables, building a
swing, and using ratchets to put up a zip line to balance across. Each task was designed to encourage curiosity,
collaboration and resilience.

Pupils have also sculpted expressive clay faces on trees and helped dig and rake the fire pit area in preparation
for future group activities. Throughout the term, students have played an active role in shaping the Forest School
site, suggesting ideas and taking responsibility for its development.

Lucy Holman, an HLTA at Eld Park, has been supporting the sessions and is enthusiastic about the impact they're
having. “It's brilliant to hear their ideas and see how much pride they take in the space,” she said.

Forest School at CCS Eld Park is proving to be a powerful extension of classroom learning - nurturing
independence, self-confidence and a deeper connection to the natural world. With pupils leading the way, the
outdoor area is fast becoming a vibrant and inspiring place to grow.

Learners at CCS Lincolnshire have been busy redesigning their outdoor area—bringing fresh ideas and green-
fingered energy fo the space. A highlight of their efforts has been building a brand-new greenhouse, which is
now gradually being filled. Their hard work is helping to create a calming, purposeful environment for all to
enjoy.

Well done to everyone for all their hard work!




Home Cooking at CCS Hereford

This term, students at CCS Hereford have been developing their
skills in home cooking.

In one lesson, J prepared a meal of toad in the hole for both himself
and his classmate T. He put a great deal of effort into making the
dish, and it paid oft—T described it as the best meal he had ever
eaten! His favourite parts were the sausages and the Yorkshire
puddings.

The cooking sessions have given students the chance to try practical
activities, build confidence in the kitchen, and share meals together.
It has also been a way for students to support one another, take

pride in their work, and enjoy the resulis of their efforts.

Well done to J and T for making the most of this opportunity.

Mindfulness Walk at Brockhampton Estate
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Students and staff from CCS Hereford recently visited the
Brockhampton Estate for a mindfulness walk and scavenger

During the visit, pupils were encouraged to engage with
nature and enjoy the peaceful surroundings. As part of the
day’s activities, the children took part in a scavenger hunt,
with a list of 50 items to find. K impressed everyone by
completing the entire list — a fantastic achievement.

The group also spent time by the lake, where they spotted
ducklings. T shared that this was his favourite part of the
day, saying he enjoyed watching the ducklings darting
around on the massive lake.

It was a calm and enjoyable outing that gave students the
chance to slow down, take nofice of their environment, and
appreciate the natural world.

Well done to everyone who fook part.



Science Investigation at CCS Hereford

In a recent science lesson, students at CCS Hereford carried out a practical
investigation to test for the presence of starch in different fruits and vegetables.

Using iodine solution, the class explored which foods contained starch - linking
the experiment directly to their understanding of biology testing. The hands-on
nature of the activity helped students apply scientific knowledge in a
meaningful way and supported their grasp of key biological processes.

The investigation also provided an opportunity to revisit and reinforce the
concept of photosynthesis. Through testing, students were able to see how
plants produce and store energy, giving them a clearer picture of how starch
forms part of this essential process.

By connecting classroom learning with real-life examples, the lesson
strengthened students’ scientific thinking and offered a clear demonstration of
how plants function as energy producers.

Well done to all involved for their focused and thoughtful work during the
session.

May Seacole Park Students Get Up Close with Zoo Life at Yorkshire Wildlife Park

In early May, students from CCS Seacole Park’s Explore class took a
memorable frip fo Yorkshire Wildlife Park. The visit was designed to
support their learning in both English and science, particularly
focusing on their book The Zoo and an ongoing animal topic.

During the day, learners explored the zoo’s diverse range of animals,
reading educational signs and speaking to keepers about the animals
and their habitats. This hands-on experience helped them make real-
world connections to what they’ve been studying in class.

For many students, this was the first time seeing these animals in
person — making the learning feel all the more exciting. One pupil
especially enjoyed seeing the giraffes, naming them as his favourite.
The children were enthusiastic throughout and clearly benefited from
engaging with the animals in such an interactive sefting.

Trips like these help bring the curriculum to life and create lasting

memories for students. Due to its success, the visit to Yorkshire Wildlife
Park is expected to run again in the future.




Seacole Park Marks 80th Anniversary
of VE Day with Thoughtful Celebration

Students and staff at CCS Seacole Park came together on 8™ May 2025 to commemorate the 80th
anniversary of VE Day with a whole-school celebration that combined learning, reflection and a shared
sense of occasion.

Throughout the week, VE Day was the focus of daily registration time — with teachers helping students
explore its historical significance. Learners contributed to the preparations, supported by teaching
assistants who created flags and bunting to decorate the school.

On the day itself, the entire school observed a two-minute silence to honour those who served in the
Second World War. This was followed by a special themed lunch, generously provided in collaboration
with a local primary school, and accompanied by a VE Day-inspired soundtrack.

The commemorations helped deepen students’ understanding of the importance of the day. One learner
shared, “I've heard of VE Day before but | never knew what it was. Now | understand the meaning behind it

and think it's respectful to observe the two-minute silence.”

Deputy headteacher, Alex Reveley, described the occasion as “a lovely day of celebration which learners
thoroughly enjoyed and learnt a lot from.”

Looking ahead, learners will take the lead in planning next year's event — including preparing the dessert.




May Discovering Farm Life at The Pink Pig Farm

As part of their personal development lessons, CCS
Seacole Park’s Explore class took a memorable trip to The
Pink Pig Farm. The visit was the result of a planning
activity during class — where students worked together to
design a poster with all the essential details for the trip.

Using the farm'’s website, students researched which
animals they might see, the cost of the trip, travel fime
and what equipment they would need to bring. The final
posters featured pictures and key facts — an engaging
way for students to take ownership of their learning
experience.

The day itself was full of excitement. Students
encountered a wide range of animals, including lambs,
sheep, turkeys, ducks, donkeys, mules and goats. For
many, it was their first time seeing some of these animals
up close.

The trip was a chance to learn new facts in a hands-on
setting. One student especially enjoyed meeting the
donkey, laughing when it made a loud braying sound.

May Hampshire Hop Pickers Explore Naval

History at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Learners from CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers recently enjoyed an engaging visit to
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, bringing their current learning to life through real-
world experiences.

The group explored the historic ships on site, including HMS Victory and HMS
Warrior—gaining insight into life at sea across different periods of British naval
history. Whilst on board the ships, learners fried out a hammock and saw how a
canon was fired. They also visited the Mary Rose Museum, where they learned
more about the famous Tudor warship and the lives of those who served on
board.

A walk around the harbour gave students a broader sense of the dockyard’s scale
and significance. Throughout the day, they deepened their understanding of the
past through observation, discussion and hands-on exploration.

Learners’ engagement throughout the trip was exemplary, with everyone
thoroughly enjoying the day.




Hands-On Learning Blossoms at The Therapy Garden

BL, a Year 11 learner at CCS Hampshire, is thriving in a new work experience
placement at the Therapy Garden in Normandy, Guildford—attending twice a
week and loving every minute of it.

After completing a successful placement as a barista, BL wanted to build on
his skills. At the garden, he’s gaining practical experience in horticulture,
landscaping and groundskeeping. From strimming hedges to mowing lawns
and using professional gardening tools while wearing full PPE, BL has
impressed staff with his independence and dedication.

Each week, he carefully waters plants, checks seedlings and maintains his
very own plot—growing both fruit and flowers. BL proudly shared, “I've learnt
how to sow seeds, | can use a digger, pitchfork, shovel, and other equipment.
I've learnt plant and tree names too, which | can point out on nature walks.”

As well as developing skills for the world of work, BL is also building
confidence and readiness for independent living. “I like it because the people
there are funny and the garden is very prefty,” he added.

Inspired by his success, CCS Hampshire is exploring similar placements for
Key Stage 3 learners this autumn.

For the fourth year running, learners and staff at CCS North came together for a
joyful VE Day garden party, celebrating British values in a vibrant and inclusive way.

The event featured a host of fun-filled activities, including a barbecue, bouncy castle §
games, and the ever-popular Ice Bucket Headteacher Challenge. These activities
weren't just for fun—they helped create opportunities for teamwork, community
spirit and mutual respect.

In a tradition that strengthens ties across the broader Compass community, the
school also welcomed guests from Long Lea House and Chimneys House. Former
learners returned to take part too, adding to the sense of confinuity and connection.

The VE Day celebration is more than a social event—it is a purposeful part of the
school calendar, designed to foster understanding between individuals from
different backgrounds, roles and cultures. By coming together in this way, learners
gain valuable real-life experience of what it means to live out the British values of
respect, tolerance and community.

A huge thank you to everyone who made the day such a success!




May CCS North Learners Complete Bronze DofE Canoeing Expedition

Learners from CCS North have successfully complefed the expedition element of their Duke of Edinburgh’s
Bronze Award—paddling their way to achievement along the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.

The two-day journey took place between Gargrave and Silsden, both in the Skipton area. For most of the
group, this was the final requirement needed to earn their Bronze Award, marking the culmination of months
of commitment and preparation.

The experience brought a mix of emotions and memorable moments. There was plenty of laughter, a few
tears, and even an unusual detour involving the heroic (and nearly impossible) rescue of a stray traffic cone.
Perhaps most unexpectedly, the group also encountered a feisty local swan—culminating in a dramatic
moment when the bird launched itself onfo a canoe and struck teacher Joel McQuillan in the back with its
wing.

Despite the challenges, all participants showed determination, teamwork and resilience—key qualities
celebrated by the DofE programme. The CCS North team could not be prouder of their achievements.

Well done to all involved for representing the school with courage and good humour throughout. Your efforts
on the water have truly paid off!

CCS Willow Park Wears Green for Mental Health Awareness

Staff and learners at CCS Willow Park North proudly took part in Mental Health Awareness Week, observed
from 12th-18th May. In line with this year’s theme of Community, everyone got involved in activities that
promoted care for both mental wellbeing and the wider environment.

To mark the occasion, learners wore green as a symbol of mental health awareness and solidarity. The
school community also took meaningful action by heading out into the local area fo take part in a litter pick
—making a visible difference and strengthening their sense of connection to the area where they live and
learn.

The #WearliGreen initiative provided a simple but powerful way for learners to show support, while taking
practical steps to engage with the world around them. A big well done to all involved!




CCS Willow Park Marks VE Day with Colourful Celebration

On 8th May, learners at CCS Willow Park North took
partin a vibrant celebration to mark VE Day. Dressed
in red, white and blue, they embraced the spirit of
the day through a range of engaging activities.

Face painting added fo the festive atmosphere, while
a variety of themed sessions helped bring the history
of the Second World War to life. Learners explored
fascinating facts about the soldiers who went to war,
deepening their understanding of this important
moment in British history.

It was a meaningful and memorable day for all
involved, combining fun with learning in a powerful
way.

n CCS Lincolnshire Learners Smash DJing Milestones

Learners at CCS Lincolnshire have been hitting all the right beats as part of their DJing awards programme.
Over the past few weeks, many have achieved their Level 1 and Level 2 qualifications—each one a proud
milestone and testament to their creativity, confidence, and commitment to learning something new.

Among this talented group, one learner has stood out for his exceptional progress. C has soared through
the ranks to achieve his Level 3 award in just five sessions—an extraordinary accomplishment.

From the outset, C brought both enthusiasm and a natural ear for music. His technical ability and
willingness to practise between sessions set him apart early on. Tutors were quick to spot his potential, and
C more than lived up to it—advancing rapidly through the levels and demonstrating a deep understanding

of DJ skills, from beat matching to set structure.

In recognition of his dedication, C has been chosen for a Summer Hero Award. His journey is a powerful
example of what can be achieved through focus, passion and perseverance.

Well done to all our budding DJs—especially C, whose success has fruly raised the bar.



On Thursday 16th May, learners DM, DS and OH, from Compass
Community School Willow Park, took part in an exciting educational
visit to the National Science & Media Museum, in Bradford. The trip,
part of their science-focused curriculum, gave learners a chance to
explore cutting-edge exhibitions and deepen their understanding of
science and technology in an interactive setting.

However, the highlight of the day came when King Charles made a
visit to Bradford city centre. During their time in the city, the group had
the extraordinary opportunity to meet His Majesty in person. Learners
were thrilled fo speak with the King, sharing why they were in
Bradford and what they were learning at the museum.

As well as being a memorable brush with royalty, the day offered
meaningful educational value—expanding learners’ knowledge not
only of science but also of the monarchy and civic life.

Staff and learners alike were touched by the warm welcome they
received in Bradford, and grateful for King Charles’s kind words and
encouragement. It was a truly unforgettable day for all involved.

New Library Opens at Vicarage Park

CCS Vicarage Park has recently opened a new =
on-site library, offering learners a dedicated

space to explore books and develop their love of

reading.

Though the project has begun modestly, it's
already proving popular with learners. Staff have
big plans for its future and hope it will continue to
inspire a lifelong passion for reading across the
school community.

The very best of luck to everyone involved.



A Visit That Makes a Difference: Holiday Support at CCS Boleyn Park

N

At Compass Community School Boleyn Park, supporting learners beyond the classroom is part of what makes
the school community truly special. One parent recently shared heartfelt feedback about the impact of holiday
visits from Therapeutic Pastoral Lead (TPL), Cara Kanizi—and the difference it has made for her son.

For O, who finds the long breaks between terms challenging, Cara’s visits during the holidays have been
transformational. Not only do they provide continuity and a familiar face, but they also help with his self-
esteem and overall happiness. According to his mum, “Every visit has made him so happy and excitable...
Cara encourages O to be himself o the max.”

More than just a professional, Cara has become a trusted figure for O and his family. Her support extends to
offering advice, encouragement, and simply being someone who listens—all of which help to build resilience
and trust.

The family hopes to see this kind of support grow in the future, perhaps even creating opportunities for
learners to meet and build friendships during the holidays. It's a reminder that small actions, like a visit during

the break, can have a powerful and lasting impact.

Thank you, Cara—your work is deeply appreciated.

Learning Beyond the Classroom: CCS Lancashire

Visits Gawthorpe Hall and Chester Zoo

Learners from CCS Lancashire have recently enjoyed two enriching trips—each offering ﬁ_‘;_.,-' -
unique, hands-on learning experiences linked directly to their curriculum.

As part of their history studies, learners explored the grand surroundings of Gawthorpe
Hall in Burnley. Often described as the “Downton of the North,” the Elizabethan country
house boasts an impressive textile collection and stunning Jacobean architecture.
Learners delved into Lancashire’s past, gaining insights into life during the Tudor and
Victorian eras.

Meanwhile, biology learners headed to Chester Zoo, one of the UK'’s largest and most
respected conservation attractions. Home to over 27,000 animals and more than 500
species, the zoo offered an inspiring look at animal habitats, behaviours and global
biodiversity efforts. Learners engaged with conservation messages and made
meaningful connections to their classroom studies.

Trips like these help bring learning to life, deepening understanding and fostering
curiosity in ways that go far beyond textbooks. A huge thank you to the staff who made
both visits possible—and well done to all our brilliant learners for making the most of
these opportunities!




May  Widgit Signs Boost Confidence and Independence at Boleyn Park

CCS Boleyn Park have recently introduced Widgit signs across their school—and they are already making a
real difference. The signs, which use symbols and simple language, are designed to support learners with
additional needs by making spaces easier to navigate and understand. From Reception to First Aid, each sign
provides a clear visual prompt that helps reduce anxiety and build independence.

Staff have noticed that learners are moving more confidently around school, with less need for verbal
instructions. By using inclusive tools like these, Boleyn Park continues to create a safe and supportive
environment where all learners feel seen, understood and empowered to succeed.
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Boleyn Park Learners Walk the Pier for a Lifesaving Cause

Learners at CCS Boleyn Park recently ook part in a sponsored pier walk to raise money for the RNLI. The event,
held in May, was not only a fundraising effort but also an opportunity for learners to understand more about
the RNLI's vital work.

After completing the scenic walk, learners were treated to a special four of the RNLI station, where they
learned how volunteers save lives along the estuary. They explored the equipment, asked questions, and saw
first-hand the commitment involved in maritime rescue.

The group returned on the famous pier train—capping off a memorable day filled with learning and
community spirit.

Well done to all involved! As well as raising funds, you've raised awareness of the crucial role the RNLI plays in
keeping people safe at sea.




Fen Park Gears Up for Exciting Open Day

Everyone at Fen Park is eagerly looking forward to welcoming families to their upcoming open day. Staff will
be showcasing an array of inspiring activities that highlight their bespoke, fun-filled curriculum and
exhilarating extra-curricular offer. It promises to be a fantastic opportunity for visitors to see first-hand how
Fen Park nurtures every learner’s potential — and fo get a real taste of the school’s vibrant community spirit..

Leopard Print Fridays Bring Style and Smiles to Owlswick Park

At CCS Owilswick Park, Fridays have taken a wild turn! Staff and learners are embracing the new tradition of
Leopard Print Fridays—a fun twist on the classic “Feel Good Friday”. From subtle accessories to bold ouffits,
leopard print has quickly become the unofficial uniform of the day.

The initiative has brought a boost of joy and community spirit fo the end of each week. With plans for Floral
Mondays on the horizon, the team is already thinking ahead to brighten the autumn months too.
Keep an eye oui—Fridays at Owlswick Park are anything but ordinary!
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Celebrating National Thank a Teacher Day

June

at Compass Community Schools

On Wednesday 18th June 2025, Compass Community Schools took part in the nationwide celebration of
National Thank a Teacher Day—a special occasion to recognise the dedication, compassion and daily
impact of teaching and support staff across the UK.

Across our schools, learners prepared heartfelt messages, creative projects and thoughtful gestures to
show their appreciation. These included handwritten messages, personalised cards and special
assemblies.

Holly Falconer-Leeds, from CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers shared, “At Hop Pickers | am grateful to our
wonderful team who continue to support and endorse all our young people to be the best version of
themselves. Their tireless efforts and commitment do not go unnoticed.” This sentiment was shared
throughout the Compass community.

National Thank a Teacher Day is more than a date on the calendar—it is a chance to reflect on the power

of education and the people who make it meaningful. Learners across Compass Community Schools often
speak of the positive relationships they build with their teachers, and the support they receive to grow, feel

confident and find success.

Hampshire Hop Pickers explore history and life skills

on local trips

Learners at CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers have recently enjoyed a range of enriching outings, including visits
to Guildford Castle and the local community.

These experiences were not only highly enjoyable, but also provided valuable opportunities to develop
financial literacy, social communication and co-regulation skills. The frips brought learning to life outside
the classroom—boosting confidence, sparking curiosity and helping learners build essential life skills in
meaningful, memorable ways.




Strengthening IT Support at Wiltie Gardens

Thanks to a recent audit at CCS Coastal Park’s Wiltie Gardens site, learners and staff are set to benefit from
improved access to fechnology. The in-depth review—carried out by Tom Reece (ECT), Jo Budd (DHT) and
Compass Community’s Szymon Niemczyk —was completed to support the school’s request for more computers
and phones.

The audit took several days and required real dedication from the team. Szymon, who worked closely with Tom
and Jo throughout, praised their collaboration, “We've built a really positive working relationship at Wiltie Gardens
around managing and maintaining IT equipment—and we’d love to see that kind of cooperation with other
Compass schools t00.”

A huge thank you to Tom, Jo and Szymon for your time, effort and feamwork. Your work is already making a
difference.

Young Writers from Aylward Park Set for Publication Success /

Two learners from Compass Community School Aylward Park
have had their work selected for publication in the latest Young
Writers UK anthology, Grim Tales: Deepest Darkness. The national
competition invites young people aged 11-18 fo create original
short stories that put a dark, modern twist on classic fales.
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The entries from Aylward Park—Scary Poppins by CM and Pin
Occhio by AR—impressed judges with their creativity and bold
reimagining of well-known characters. As a result, both stories will
be published in an upcoming collection that showcases young
literary talent from across the country. :
BE IH‘.SF’H?. ‘-J_L-'. FAIRY i_.a‘xL'L
This latest success brings the school’s total number of published bR . it
authors to four—an impressive feat for a small school community. Wik AN
The two newest additions follow in the footsteps of earlier Aylward N Ll
Park learners whose stories also earned a place in previous
Young Writers publications.
With a growing frack record of success, CCS Aylward Park is S
quickly gaining a reputation for nurturing imaginative and
expressive voices. These young writers are felling great stories—
and showing just how far creativity can go when learners are
encouraged to share their ideas with confidence.
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Meet Nola—CCS Vicarage Park’s Newest Team Member

CCS Vicarage Park has welcomed a very special addition to the feam—~Nolaq,
their new therapy dog! Nola is a cheerful cockapoo who has already
become a firm favourite with both staff and learners.

Therapy dogs like Nola are trained fo offer comfort and companionship.
Their calming presence can reduce stress, ease anxiety and support
emotional wellbeing. For learners who find the school day challenging,
spending time with a therapy dog can be especially helpful—offering quiet
moments of connection and a boost to confidence.

Nola’s friendly nature and gentle manner make her perfectly suited to this
role. Whether she’s greeting learners at the door or enjoying a cuddle break
during lessons, she’s spreading smiles wherever she goes.

In the photo, Nola is busy checking out her surroundings, including the
Vicarage’s new playground markings—which are also proving to be a big
hit.

Everyone at Vicarage Park is delighted to have her—and it's clear that Nola
is just as happy to be part of the community!

This month, a group of boys from CCS Hemsworth took part in an exciting football
tournament hosted at William Henry Smith School. Over the course of five matches,
the learners showed immense determination, passion, and sportsmanship—
qualities that reflect the Compass ethos.

The team played their hearts out and continued to lift each other up with
encouragement and positivity. Their teamwork and resilience were evident
throughout the day.

Following the fournament, one standout learner—AA—was invited fo join forces
with learners from another Compass school for a second tournament. That team
went on to win their first three matches, with AA contributing significantly through
strong communication and teamwork.

Sport continues to play an important role in developing confidence and character at
Compass Community Schools, and the Hemsworth feam demonstrated exactly
what's possible when learners are given the opportunity o grow through challenge.

Well done to all involved—you did Hemsworth proud!



Pizza Party Treat at CCS Boleyn Park

Just before half term, learners at CCS Boleyn Park took part in a special pizza party organised by the
school’s Therapeutic Pastoral Leads.

Each learner had the chance to make their own pizza, choosing their foppings and preparing them by
hand. At lunchtime, everyone came together in the garden to enjoy their freshly made pizzas in a shared

celebration.

It was a simple but joyful event that brought the group together before the break. Many thanks fo the
Therapeutic Pastoral Leads for making it happen!
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syt Aylward Park Learner Wins Cheerleading Competition

A learner from Lions Class at CCS Aylward Park has achieved an impressive victory after competing in a
nationwide cheerleading competition over a June weekend.

Facing teams from all over the country, she and her squad delivered a high-energy, skilful routine that secured
them a well-earned first place. This is a standout personal accomplishment that highlights her dedication,
teamwork and determination.

Her success has been met with pride and celebration across the Aylward Park community. Staff and peers alike
have praised her commitment and the positive example she sets for others.
Congratulations on this inspiring achievement!



Redwood Park All Set for September Opening

Preparations are well underway for the September launch of CCS Redwood Park, a new SEND school in
Loughton, Milton Keynes. The provision, which has already generated strong interest from families and local
authorities, will cater for up to 90 children aged 7 to 19 with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
and Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs.

Redwood Park is part of the Compass Community Schools group, known for its therapeutic, child-centred
approach. Learners will be taught in small class groups of up to six, with access to a multi-disciplinary team
and tailored support plans.

Each year group will be based in its own dedicated building, creating smaller learning communities within a
single campus. The personalised curriculum will blend academic subjects, vocational pathways and
therapeutic input — including animal-led therapies and four bespoke learning routes: Roots, Shoots, Leaves,
and Established.

Executive Headteacher Charlotte Fernandes is looking forward to the school’s opening. “We are incredibly
proud of what Redwood Park will offer. Our aim is to support each child’s journey, so they feel safe,

understood and ready to thrive.”

Applications for September are open and the school continues to welcome enquiries from interested families.

ne
) V' A Season of Growth and Achievement at CCS Victoria Park

CCS Victoria Park has had a very successful ferm, marked by new staff arrivals, creative learning
opportunities and notable learner achievements.

The school recently welcomed two new team members: Anil, a science teacher, and Sanjida, a teaching
assistant. Both have quickly become valued additions to the community, bringing fresh energy to the
classroom.

With the arrival of warmer weather, learners and staff have embraced outdoor activities through whole-
school PE sessions. Rounders and cricket have proven especially popular, with smiles and enthusiasm
evident across all year groups.

In the classroom, Green and Orange classes have been broadening their cultural horizons through a food
project exploring international cuisine. Learners researched dishes from countries such as Canada and the
USA, identified key vocabulary, and created delicious meals—developing both their literacy and culinary
skills.




June Fen Park Learners Make New Friends at Farm School

This term, Fen Park learners have been visiting farm school every Wednesday. They've thoroughly enjoyed
getting to know the animals and learning how to care for them. Gino the cat has quickly become a firm
favourite, thanks to his friendly and playful personality. These visits help our learners build confidence,
empathy and practical skills — while making special memories with their furry friends!

Photos of the animals can be viewed below.




Inclusive Sports Day Brings Joy and

Opportunity for CCS Boleyn Park Learners

Learners MC, OB, HS, SF, and RB from Compass Community School Boleyn Park recently joined over 500
children with disabilities, from across East Anglia, for an inspiring sports experience day. The event, hosted
by the President’s Sporting Club, took place at Chelmsford Sports and Athletics Centre.

The day offered these learners a chance to explore a wide range of sports—many for the very first time.
From aerobics to volleyball, and everything in between, the emphasis was firmly on enjoyment and
experience. CCS learners got stuck into taster sessions including badminton, table tennis, golf, football,
athletics, basketball, trampolining and rugby. A selection of bouncy castles also added to the fun.

Celebrating the sporting potential of young people, each participant received a commemorative medal
and a t-shirt, along with a packed lunch provided by organisers. A highlight for many was meeting
sporting legends like former England goalkeeper Peter Shilton, cricket star Graham Gooch, Paralympic
gold medallist Ellie Challis, and the Mayor of Chelmsford, Janette Potter.

One learner’s talent, SF, caught the eye of the table tennis coach and was invited to join a local club—an
exciting opportunity sparked by the day.

The event's mission was simple but powerful: to provide learners with new experiences that may inspire a
lifelong passion for sport. Judging by the smiles and enthusiasm on display, it certainly delivered.
Compass Community School Boleyn Park learners left the event feeling energised and inspired—ready to
bring that same enthusiasm to their PE lessons and future sporting adventures.




Kindness Takes Flight at Eld Park

At CCS Eld Park, kindness and compassion are clearly in
the air. One thoughtful KS3 learner, H, recently found a
baby bird on site and immediately helped it. After
researching how best to look after the bird, they put the
recommended care info place.

Meanwhile, another learner, W, lifted everyone's spirits by
writing a heartfelt message in chalk across the
playground. Listing the names of all learners and staff, he
declared his love for Eld Park and called it “the best
school.”

These small but meaningful acts show the strength of the
Eld Park community. At Compass Community Schools,
we're proud fo nurture learners who care deeply—for
nature, for each other, and for the school they belong to.

Such moments remind us all that kindness can make a
lasting impact—and it often begins with the smallest
gestures.




Cledford Park KS3 learners hooked on fishing thanks

to expert support

Learners in KS3 at Compass Community School Cledford Park have
once again had the opportunity to take part in a unique fishing
programme, supported by expert instructors Neil and Ben.

Through this hands-on experience, learners have been developing their
knowledge of different carp species, fishing equipment, and
techniques. Under careful guidance, they've practised how to cast out,
reel in, bait hooks, and weigh and handle fish safely and responsibly.

The sessions have already delivered some exciting catches—including
a carp tipping the scales at an impressive 10lb 120z.

As a reward for their excellent behaviour and enthusiasm, several
learners were presented with their own fishing rods, nets, and bait
buckets. Their growing confidence and curiosity about angling is a
testament to the power of practical, outdoor learning experiences.

This project continues to offer a memorable way for learners to build
patience, focus, and respect for nature—all while enjoying time on the
water.




CCS Willow Park Students Enjoy an
Unforgettable Week at Butlins Skegnessl

From the 9th to the 13th of June, a group of 15 excited students set off on a fantastic school trip to Butlins
Skegness—and what a week it turned out to be!

The group made the most of every moment, enjoying a packed schedule full of fun and adventure. One of
the highlights was a sunny visit to the beach, where everyone enjoyed building sandcastles, playing games,
and paddling in the sea. The fun didn‘t stop there—each evening, the group attended live shows, filled with
music, dancing, and laughter.

A big hit among the sporty members of the group was the football academy, where students trained,
competed, and showed off their skills on the pitch. But the absolute favourite activity of the week, hands
down, was the incredible waterpark. With its exciting slides, rapids, and splash zones, it provided hours of
fun for everyone and plenty of stories to bring back home.

All the children had a fantastic time, creating memories that will last a lifetime. The trip to Butlins Skegness
was a great way fo end the school year—uwith lots of smiles, laughter, and new friendships made along the
way.

By Amiee McColl




June  ghorty Bunch at CCS Wheatley Park Stay Active and Inspired

At CCS Wheatley Park, learners enjoy an impressive five hours of physical activity each week, with a rotating
programme that allows them fo choose new sports every half term. This term, gymnastics has taken centre
stage—prompting a visit to Swindon School of Gymnastics, where learners are experiencing training at
Olympic-standard facilities.

The enthusiasm has been palpable. All learners are participating fully, exploring different apparatus and
discovering new skills. The girls in particular have taken to the asymmetric bars with such dedication that the
school has ordered hand guards to support their efforts. Their focus and resilience are a joy to witness.

Wheatley Park’s commitment to excellence continued with a recent athletics block, held at the Swindon
Harriers track. Learners trained for sports day with specialist faciliies—and even got coaching from Mrs
Cordes herself, who dusted off her tracksuit to join in. Standout performances in javelin and long jump have
set the stage for record-breaking attempts on 18th July.

Beyond PE lessons, learners have benefited from access to local sports clubs and community coaches, all of
whom commend their aftitude and work ethic. This ferm’s orienteering sessions in Lydiard Park are helping

them build map skills—and deeper ties to the local community.

Well done to all our sporty learners!

Ofsted Endorses Growth at Wheatley Park

On 4th June, Wheatley Park welcomed Ofsted inspectors for a material change inspection to assess whether
current standards could be maintained with an increase in learner numbers—from 12 to 15.

The outcome was overwhelmingly positive. The inspector praised the high standards and robust systems in
place, noting how effectively the school is run. Thanks to the comprehensive documentation shared ahead
of the visit, the inspection was so seamless that it concluded early.

As a result, the inspector has formally recommended to the Department for Education that Wheatley Park be
approved for the increase. This marks a significant endorsement of the quality of provision at the school.
Well done to the entire staff team for their continued hard work and dedication.
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June - A Magical Day at Laycock Abbey

Learners from Wheatley Park recently enjoyed an unforgettable visit to Laycock Abbey, where they immersed
themselves in both magical and historical experiences. The trip was organised in collaboration with the
Abbey’s education team, offering learners the chance to explore iconic Harry Potter filming locations—
bringing fiction to life right before their eyes.

Beyond the enchantment of film, the group also visited the Fox Talbot photography museum, where they
delved into the history of photography and discovered the pioneering work of William Henry Fox Talbot. The
interactive displays sparked genuine curiosity, with several learners expressing interest in photography as a
creative outlet.

So much so, that talk has already begun of launching a photography club at Wheatley Park in the coming
academic year. A huge thank you to the staff at Laycock Abbey for hosting such an engaging and inspiring
day.

Learners Gain Tools to Stay Safe Online at Wheatley Park

At CCS Wheatley Park, learners recently ook part in an important workshop led by the local police feam—
designed to help them stay safe in an increasingly digital world.

Building on recent PSHE lessons, the workshop tackled key online risks including grooming, exploitation,
social media misuse, and unsafe chatroom activity within games. Learners also explored the legal
implications of sharing images and stories online.

A particularly engaging discussion unfolded around artificial intelligence and the dangers of deep fakes—
highlighting how difficult it can be to know who you're really speaking to.

The aim was to equip learners with the knowledge to make informed choices and understand how to
protect themselves in online spaces. While no approach is fool proof, staff emphasised that parental
involvement and monitoring remain essential to learner safety.

By creating space for these vital conversations, Wheatley Park continues to support learners’ wellbeing—in
school and beyond.




wne Fen Park Learners Thrive in Forest School Sessions

This term, a group of five Fen Park learners have been enjoying weekly Forest School sessions every Friday. It
has been wonderful to see them embrace new opportunities and develop practical outdoor skills. From
making their own tent pegs to safely lighting fires, they have gained confidence and independence in the
woodland setting. Cooking has been a real highlight — learners have prepared tasty treats including pasta
dishes, popcorn and even elderflower fritters over the campfire. These sessions offer valuable hands-on
experiences that help build resilience, teamwork and a love of nature.

There are five fantastic photos of our Forest School adventures underneath the arficle.
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June Exploring Careers in the Fire Service at Wheatley Park -g

As part of their ongoing careers programme, learners at CCS Wheatley Park were given the exciting
opportunity fo visit their local fire station—thanks to Miss Bracher, who is also a Fire Cadet.

The visit was especially designed for those considering careers in the uniformed services. Learners got a
glimpse into the day-to-day life of a firefighter and learned about the different roles and pathways available

within the fire service. There was plenty of curiosity about pay and career progression foo!

After an engaging talk, learners had the chance to explore the fire engines and handle some of the
essential equipment.

The experience proved both educational and inspiring, with several learners expressing a stronger interest
in joining the fire service as a result.

Thank you o Miss Bracher and the fire station team for an unforgettable visit!

Summer Fair at Tull Park Is All Set To Be a Hit

Learners at CCS Hampshire Tull Park have been working hard to make this year’s summer fair one fo
remember. Over the past two weeks, everyone has been busy researching ideas for stalls, games and
activities — all of which will come together on 17th July in Tull Park’s beautiful garden.

Every learner will have a part to play. They have designed detailed schedules so they can take turns running
stalls, earning points for their efforts. Posters and tickets are also being created by the learners themselves,
showcasing their creativity and planning skills.

Visual plans of the garden have helped learners decide the best locations for each activity — taking into
account practical details like seating, plug sockets for a bounce house, and even how to create shaded
areas if the weather gets foo warm.

Year 7s have come up with some fantastic ideas, including a petting zoo and repfile show, delicious food
stalls serving hot dogs and ice cream, classic games like cornhole and the egg and spoon race, and even a
‘dunk the teacher’ challenge!

This project has been a brilliant way for everyone at Tull Park to develop teamwork, budgeting and event
planning skills — while ensuring the fair is fun and accessible for all. We're certain this summer fair will be a
real highlight, showing just how well our learners can work together.




Gardening Project Takes Root at CCS

Lancashire

Learners at CCS Lancashire have been making steady
progress in developing their school garden, combining
practical activities with essential life skills.

As part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award work, they've
created a multi-food bird feeder that's proving popular with
local wildlife. Peppers are growing well in window boxes,
and there are plans fo expand into large planters with a
variety of fruit and vegetables.

While the idea of keeping chickens was discussed,
concerns about local foxes led the group fo focus instead
on encouraging butterflies as a safer and more sustainable
option.

The project is designed to build skills such as budgeting,
shopping and plant care. Learners are involved in
planning, sourcing materials and maintaining the garden
space, which encourages independence and
responsibility.

Staff have praised the group’s teamwork and creative
thinking, noting how the garden has become a space for
learning, reflection and shared achievement.

CCS Lancashire’s garden is already yielding results—and
there’s plenty of ambition for what's next.




June  Fan Park Learners Explore Nature at Snipedales

In place of their usual Forest School session, Fen Park learners enjoyed an adventurous trip to
Snipedales. It was a perfect chance to get out in the sunshine and explore the beautiful park
surroundings. Learners loved spending time together in nature, stopping at a peaceful stream to play
Poohsticks and have a refreshing paddle. The visit offered a fun change of scenery and helped
everyone relax and reconnect with the outdoors — creating special memories along the way.

Fen Park learners had a fantastic time visiting The Lincolnshire Show this term. They loved experiencing
everything Lincolnshire has to offer — from delicious local food to meeting a variety of animals. A real
highlight of the day was watching an incredible display from the amazing Red Arrows. It was a brilliant
opportunity fo learn, explore and celebrate our local community together.




June

Tull Park Celebration Assemblies Shine a Light on Learner Successjﬁi
A

CCS Hampshire Tull Park has recently reintroduced its Celebration Assemblies — and they are already
making a big difference. Each week, staff and learners use a special compliments book to share praise for
acts of kindness, hard work and positive behaviour. On Fridays, these compliments are read aloud in
assembly, giving everyone a chance to be recognised.

In addition, staff vote for one learner from each year group to receive a special certificate for their
outstanding efforts during the week. These awards come with exira points — 100 for each certificate and 10
for every compliment — which learners can collect and use towards rewards.

This simple yet meaningful initiative has inspired learners to show greater determination in their lessons and
around school. Many who were previously less engaged are now stepping up, helping others, volunteering
for extra jobs and taking pride in their actions. The assemblies have become a moment of genuine
celebration, with learners beaming as they hear their names called and their achievements shared.

Well done to everyone who has received compliments and certificates so far — we can’t wait to share more
of your successes in the weeks to come!

CCS Staffordshire Learners Shine in Summer Showcase ﬁJ}

On 8th June, two talented GCSE Music learners from CCS Staffordshire took to the stage at the Summer
Showcase organised by Peak Music at St Giles The Abbot. Both learners wowed the audience with solo
performances of their own original pieces, showcasing their skills on piano, guitar and vocals.

Their music was very well received by everyone who aftended. We are incredibly proud of them for
overcoming their nerves and performing in front of an audience for the very first time!

Pride day at Willow Park Goes Well

As part of their Pride month celebrations, learners at CCS Willow Park enjoyed a
Pride Day. Taking part in a range of activities, the young people learnt about the
importance of celebrating difference and supporting others.

The day was well engaged with and proved to be a lot of fun for all involved.




une - Aylward Park Learners Inspired by Sizewell C Visit 1D 5

Learners and staff at CCS Aylward Park recently
welcomed David Smith, Rail Delivery Lead for Sizewell C.
David shared exciting insights info the new railway
development, career opportunities and the importance of
rail safety.

Learners were fascinated to discover that the railway will
be removed after use, allowing nature to flourish again.
More opportunities for learners to explore the Sizewell C
project are planned, thanks to Careers Lead Nick Phillips.

Coastal Park Year 11 Celebrate DofE Success

A huge well done to the Year 11 learners at CCS Coastal Park, who have now fully completed their Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Award — the first group at Coastal Park to do so!

Over two days, the group covered more than 13 miles on their final expedition, showing real resilience
and teamwork. Despite a few early cries of “Are we there yet?” on day one and facing rain on day two,
everyone took the challenge in their stride and supported each other brilliantly.

A special mention goes to A, who showed incredible determination despite the extra demands that long-
distance walking brings for him. His teammates made sure he was well looked after throughout,
demonstrating the care and compassion that make us so proud.

This milestone is not just about the miles walked but the journey they've all made over the past three
years. Congratulations to everyone involved — you‘ve done yourselves and Coastal Park proud!




June Hereford Gardening Club Blossoms with Community Support ﬁ'o"'

Learners at CCS Hereford have been busy getting green-fingered with their new
gardening club. They are growing a wide variety of herbs, fruit and vegetables — with
fresh basil proving especially popular!

Thanks to generous donations from local residents, the club has even set up a small stalll
nearby to sell their plants. The money raised is he
Iping to buy extra resources for the club.

One learner shared how much they've enjoyed chatting with neighbours and checking
daily o see if they've made any sales. From planting seeds and watering every day to
repotting and creating colourful posters, the group have taken charge of every step.

It's wonderful to see our learners growing their skills and confidence — and giving
something back to the local community too!

Owilswick Learners Celebrate Growth and Nature at End of Term

As tomatoes and potatoes flourish in the allotment and apple trees in the orchard bow heavy with fruit, learners
at CCS Owlswick are approaching the end of another memorable term. This time of year has become a frue
celebration of the great outdoors, with warm, sunny days balanced by misty mornings and cobwebs glistening
with morning dew.

It's been wonderful to see learners engaging so enthusiastically with nature — picking bowls of raspberries,
spotting newts in the pond and spending afternoons playing football or whittling by the fire pit. The stunning
South Downs provide the perfect backdrop for these moments, with impromptu drumming sessions for KS3
learners and outdoor lessons in maths, English and creative photography adding to the magic.

For the Year 11 learners, however, the last few months have been focused on GCSE exams. Staff are filled with
pride seeing how calmly and responsibly they have approached this challenge — a testament to how far
they’'ve come. Many staff members have supported them throughout their time at Owlswick, watching them
grow into thoughtful, resilient young men who now set an example for the younger learners.

Beyond the classroom, Year 11 learners have enjoyed end-of-term trips, creating lasting memories and building
valuable life skills. From charity shop budget challenges, bowling and karaoke, to rounds of pitch & putt and
adventures like forest walks at Harrisons Rocks and rock pooling at Seaford Head, there’s been plenty to
celebrate.

KS3 learners, too, have thrived with weekly gym sessions, learning patience and discipline, and enjoying social
time together — whether at the fire pit or during Friday football with Albion in the Community.

As this term closes, we look forward to seeing our Year 11s take their next steps with confidence, and we can‘t
wait fo welcome our younger learners back in September, ready to continue their journey from children fo
young adults.




June  Fen Park Learners Discover Amazing Animals at Wildlife Park

Fen Park learners had an incredible visit to the Lincolnshire Wolds Wildlife Park this term. It
was a fantastic opportunity to see a wide range of animals up close, including lions, tigers,
monkeys, zebras, camels and even some colourful peach-faced lovebirds. Fun was most
certainly had by all, with learners enjoying every moment of exploring and learning more
about these fascinating creatures.

Blue Class Step Back in Time and Embrace Summer Adventures

At CCS Athelstan Park, Blue Class have been making the most of the summer term by staying active and
bringing history to life through some amazing trips and activities. To support their learning about the
Industrial Revolution, learners visited the Milestones Museum in Basingstoke — a fascinating
reconstructed Victorian town. They explored traditional living rooms and schoolrooms from the past 150
years, played arcade games on a Victorian pier using old pennies, and even used WW?2 rationing books
to buy sweets!

More recently, they spent an exciting day at the Chalke Valley History Festival in Broad Chalke. Highlights

included experiencing a WW1 trench, making Stone Age axe heads, grinding corn info flour, and playing

Iron Age games like Nine Men’s Morris. Learners also enjoyed a bird of prey show by the Beaulieu estate
falconer and rounded off the day with a ride on the big wheel and an ice cream.

There’s still more to come — this week Blue Class will head out for an orienteering geocaching adventure
in local woodlands and farmland, and next week they'll visit Stourhead to see how the rich lived through
history. With Sports Day, transition days and the Summer Fayre ahead, it's set to be a brilliant end fo the
term!




Get up to £4,000 by Helping Us Find Amazing Foster Carers!

As a trusted member of our Compass Community, we understand that you may have friends and family
who have the compassion and dedication to provide a loving home for children in need. That's why we're
excited about our Refer a Friend Campaign!

And the added bonus - when you refer someone Ready to Start Referring?
to become a foster carer, you can earn:

Do you know someone who can make a change
£3,000 for referring a new foster carer to a vulnerable child’s life? There are separate

ways for staff and for parents to register interest.
£4,000 for referring an experienced

foster carer

Staff
How It Works The simplest wgy is to
input your details on 360.
(Digital readers can use
this link.) “Refer a Friend

Spread the Word: Share our story with your
family and friends and inspire others to

consider fostering. For Fostering”

Make a Referral: When someone you know

applies to be a foster carer, ensure they Staff can also use

mention your name. this QR code

Receive Your Reward: Once they enter

assessment your referral bonus will be on

" | Parents

s way: Parents can refer someone by completing a

leaflet which is available at your child’s school.

Why Refer? y

Together, we can share the joy of fostering and
continue to transform lives. Thank you for your
incredible support and dedication!

Make a Difference: Help more children
find loving homes.

Support Your Community: Bring in carers
who understand the rewards and
responsibilities of fostering. Applicants
who are referred by our staff are eight
times more likely to be approved as a
foster carer than those who apply through
our website.

Be Recognised for Your Efforts: Your
recommendation means the world to us -
and it's valued.


https://www.compasscommunity360.com/carer-recommendation/
https://www.compasscommunity360.com/carer-recommendation/
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About Compass Community Schools

Compass Schools are unique and distinctive environments that are highly effective in supporting complex
children to achieve as much as they can within education.

We are passionate about all children accessing and most importantly, enjoying education. Our aim is for our
pupils to continue to be lifelong learners who are motivated to make the most of the opportunities that they
encounter.

Connect with Compass Community Schools by visiting our website compass-schools.org or following us on
LinkedIn, Instagram or Facebook.
For media enquiries please contact communications@compasscommunity.co.uk
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