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Welcome to the Autumn edition of The Schools Reporter -

Compass Community Schools’ termly news roundup. 

It’s been great getting your news stories in and seeing the

amazing work that goes on in our schools.

Many thanks to everyone who has sent items in and extra

special thanks to our new communications ambassadors

– who have worked so hard to organise sending news in.

Inside, you’ll read about a wide range of the exciting

activities that Compass students have been involved in

recently. Some of the events will be larger and some

smaller. But all of them will clearly show the willingness of

staff at Compass Schools to go that extra mile for their

students. 

So many thanks to everyone who has been involved in

making these activities possible. I hope you enjoy reading

about them.

Please keep your stories coming in. 

(The next edition will be out before you know it!) 

Please email it to

communications@compasscommunity.co.uk 

All these things make great stories:
Sports events

Trips and visits

Students’ work

Overcoming adversity

Helping others

Charity work

Guests and visitors

Seasonal events

Staff achievements

Handy hints

Useful advice

Health and wellbeing

Safety awareness

After school clubs

Looking after the

environment 

Looking after each other

Study skills

Anything of interest!

Got a story? 



Compass Students Find Gold in Lapland
A group of Compass Schools’ students recently had the experience of a

lifetime, panning for gold in Tankavaara, Northern Finland.

Getting there
After making their way through the selection procedure, 

students from up and down the country took part in 

initial UK training camps to prepare them for their 

adventure. The results of these training camps were 

used to inform the itinerary and kit list development for the 

expedition. (Notable among which was the need to bring 

lots of mosquito repellent! 🦟). 

Being well inside the Arctic Circle, students needed to take two 

planes to fly to Lapland and begin their adventure. Hosted by 

Polaris Outdoor, the trip focussed on panning for gold, and the skills needed

to be successful at it. This has been a long-established tradition within the Finnish community – and one

that requires mastery of a range of outdoor and craft-based activities. 

The land of the midnight sun
In June, at a latitude of over 60°N, students were able to experience daylight conditions in the middle of the

night. Add to that the remoteness of the location and the scene was set for a remarkable adventure. (The

area is so remote that, when hiking, the group was able to observe Finland’s borders with Russia and

Norway.)

Following the instructions of Polaris’ team of experts, students learnt how to light fires, hike, navigate, use

tools, canoe, fish, wild camp and, of course…pan for gold. Students were very lucky in having among their

instructors, two world champion gold panners and a Saami elder as a guide.

Staff were very impressed with the mature way in which their students coped with the challenges they

faced from the outset. Students routinely pushed themselves well beyond their existing comfort zones to

embrace new tasks and skills. Deputy Director Education Services, Kit Hobbs, was delighted at the way

students engaged with the experience and was keen to thank the staff who worked so hard to make this

amazing trip happen. "We are indebted to a whole team of staff who worked tirelessly to get this incredible

feat of logistics into the air, not least the staff who dedicated their personal time, working 24 hours a day

whilst on the ground in Finland, without whom this could not have happened," he said. This included a

cancelled flight and an additional night away from home.

What’s next?
It is hoped that the personal development, experienced by the attending students, will embed itself in their

day-to-day school lives. This trip, Kit explains, was an ambitious pilot. Its success has potentially made

possible a similar expedition, for a larger cohort of pupils. This may even be in winter, to develop survival

skills! Congratulations to all staff and students who went on this adventure. It looks amazing!

.

June

https://polarisoutdoor.co.uk/


CCS Coastal Park Awarded Prestigious
Gold Award for Sport

Congratulations to CCS Coastal Park, who have

been awarded the School Games Mark Gold

Standard for the second consecutive year –

reflecting the school’s ongoing commitment to

excellence in PE and sport at their school.

The School Games Mark is a government-led

awards scheme, launched in 2012, to reward

schools for their development of competition across

their school and into the wider community. By

participating in the scheme, schools are able to

evaluate and develop their PE provision,

encouraging them to pursue ambitious future

plans.

To reach the Gold standard, schools must

demonstrate excellence in a wide range of criteria.

These include growing the school’s engagement in

games, ensuring a minimum level of participation

for every child, engaging in competitions,

supporting personal development, and supporting

those who need additional help. 

Gold schools must also actively promote the value

of games to key stakeholders within their

community.

Coastal Park’s PE lead, Wesley Maher, is

understandably very proud of the efforts made by

staff and students at the school. “Thank you to

everyone who has helped promote sport and

physical wellbeing at our school this year, from

joining in during PE lessons, supporting pupils at

events and running different activities on Tuesday

and Thursday afternoons!” Wez also says that three

more years of sporting excellence at Coastal Park

School will result in them winning the platinum

award. 

Well done Coastal Park. This is a terrific

achievement!

“Thank you to everyone that has helped promote
sport and physical wellbeing at our school this year,
from joining in during PE lessons, supporting pupils at
events and running different activities on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons!” - Wez Maher
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Very Positive Start at Coastal Park
It’s been a great start to the new academic year for

Coastal Park! ⭐ The securing of the School Games

Mark Gold Standard for the second consecutive year,

clearly set the weather before the start of term. 🏆

Here are just some of the other activities that have

got things going.

In the first week back, all of the school’s learners

settled in very well, adjusting to the inevitable

classroom and staff changes that a new year brings.

Coastal Park’s talented footballers on their

(secondary) Birches site had football tryouts – putting

on an impressive display of skill and commitment.

The team now has a number of competitive matches

coming up. ⚽

Coastal Park’s Thrive Approach has now been

officially running for two years – the value of which

Eld Park Gets the Year Going with Exciting Activities
There was a lot happening at Eld Park to get the new school year going. 

Digital music
Year 3 enjoyed a fabulous music session with Noise Solutions, a 

Community Interest Company, who deliver music mentoring 

programmes that encourage young people’s engagement. 

The company has over 10 years’ experience of offering digital 

music experiences to young people – including appropriate 

aspects of online safeguarding.

Year 3 engaged very positively with the event, using samples 

from Band Lab software to create their own music. As well as 

teaching students about digital music, the session encouraged 

positive engagement with staff and each other.

New learners
Children joining Eld Park enjoyed a range of engaging activities on their first morning there. Designed to

build confidence, as well as relationships, students took part in lessons including phonics, maths,

movement breaks and team building games. The morning was very successful, with students working

hard and engaging positively at their new school.

can be clearly seen in every Thrive session. Well

done to everyone who has enabled this to be so

successful.

Although obviously proud of all of their students,

one learner has made a particularly impressive

start to the new year. The student had previously

struggled with transition periods and coming to

school for a full day’s learning. This year he has

not only started to come to school but is doing so

with a big smile. Coastal Park staff are quite rightly

very proud of the child’s progress and of their own

part in making sure that he is supported and

motivated every day. 

Finally (for now) Coastal Park’s year 11 students

enjoyed a successful GCSE and AQA result day –

reflecting the hard work and commitment of all

involved.
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On September 4th, Year 9 students at Seacole Park

went on a trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park. 

There was much excited discussion among the

students, who wanted to choose the best route

around the park to view the must-see animals.

Among these were the big cats and giraffes. But

top of the list was a huge polar bear, who looked

even more impressive when standing up. 

Learning experience
Making their way around the centre, students were

able to learn about each of the animals from

detailed information boards. These were

conveniently positioned outside each of the

enclosures. The boards included information on

the animals’ natural habitat, as well as other fun

facts. Students were, for example, surprised to

learn that polar bears can live perfectly well in

non-freezing conditions. (Although, they are happy

to see the odd ice block during the hotter months.) 

In the UK, the types of animals on view at the park

can only be viewed in zoos. This gave the year 9s

a valuable learning experience, in terms of cultural

capital, as well as a tremendous start to their new

academic year.

Bonding experience
The trip also provided a great bonding experience

for everyone. After the long summer break, this was

an ideal opportunity for students to re-establish

positive relationships with peers, as well as staff.

Miss Murphy, one of the trip’s accompanying staff

members, was delighted at how well students

engaged with the event. "Today was a really

successful day,” she said. “It was lovely to see the

students so animated and chatty!" 

Future possibilities
Possible future visits to the wildlife park could

include increasing the time spent in the education

areas, with the park’s staff. There could also be the

possibility for hands-on experiences with some of

the smaller animals. 

Many thanks to Miss Trethan, who arranged the

visit with the park. And thanks also to Mrs Robson,

Miss Rider and Miss Murphy who accompanied

year 9. What a great day out!

Seacole Park’s Year 9 Students Visit
Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

"Today was a really successful
day. It was lovely to see the
students so animated and
chatty!" Miss Murphy
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Safer Schools Partnership
On Thursday 12th September, Seacole Park invited

their Safer Schools Partnership Officer to deliver an

assembly on staying safe online. 💻PCSO Sarah’s

presentation was designed to encourage learners to

think about safety, as well as accountability for their

own actions. 

All Seacole Park’s students and staff team attended

the assembly, which was the result of an initiative by

the school to enable learners to develop the skills to

remain safe when using the internet. 

As well as advice about staying safe online and

personal accountability, the session also covered

appropriate use of social media, and who and

where to report concerns to.

Boleyn Park Win Inclusion Week Art Competition
Staff and students at Boleyn Park have won the Disability GRACE group’s Inclusion Week Art 

Competition! 🎨 

National Inclusion Week, NIW, ran from 23rd to 29th

September this year, and is designed to celebrate 

inclusion and promote action to create inclusive 

workspaces. 

The art competition was run as one of the many 

activities that Compass Community carry out to 

raise the profile of NIW within the company. 

Working to a broad brief of “What disability means to 

me”, Boleyn Park’s artworks were combined to create a 

large collage of staff and students’ interpretations of the brief.

Headteacher, Chelle Booth, was delighted with their work. “Once

again, the Boleyn Park students have blown me away with their insight!” 

she said. Congratulations to all of Boleyn Park’s artists. You have produced 

something truly wonderful! 🎉

The Safer Schools Partnership Team will continue

to support the school through ongoing visits and

remains available to give advice, as required.

Learners enjoyed Sarah’s assembly and asked

lots of questions about the role of a PCSO and a

Police Officer. To continue to develop this very

positive relationship, Sarah will be visiting every

half term to chat informally to learners over lunch.

 

By the end of the assembly, students were able to

demonstrate greater understanding of online

safety, as well as the potential consequences of

inappropriate actions online. Students are looking

forward to Sarah’s return, with one student

expressing interest in becoming a PCSO in the

future. 
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Seacole Park’s Enrich class had a great day out to York’s Chocolate Story, as a start to their new academic

year. 

Staff and Enrich students chose the venue together, deciding on an

itinerary that would combine teaching students about the long 

history of York’s chocolate industry with a visit to the railway 

museum. 

As a new class, it was a great opportunity for students to 

get to know each other, as well as bonding with the Seacole Park 

staff who will be working with them this year.

Yummy
As a part of York’s Chocolate Story, students got to taste chocolate in the different forms that it is made. They

also had the chance to create their own chocolate lollies and tasted some fresh chocolate – made in front of

them by a professional chocolatier. 

Staff and students really enjoyed the trip, with Enrich teacher Nathaniel O’Connell describing it as, “A lovely

trip out with my new class. Really enjoyed our day out and look forward to many to come.”

Enrich Class Try Their Hands at Chocolate Making 

Swimming and Amusements in Bridlington for Discover Students 
The 4th September, was a great day to be a student at Seacole Park, with

a number of exciting trips marking the start of the new school year.

Discover class enjoyed a great day out in Bridlington as part of their team

building day. 

Staff and students enjoyed travelling together on the train. For one student,

it was their first time ever on a train. 🚂

Once in Bridlington, the day focussed on building peer to peer

relationships, as well as building trust and communication with staff. The

combination of a great swimming session, at the leisure centre, followed

by a trip to the amusements proved more than enough to accomplish this.

The trip was greatly enjoyed by all, with students particularly impressed by  

the speed of the slide! 🛝

A smashing start to the new school year and one that Discover teacher,

Joe Norton, says is very likely to take place again.
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Lots of Exciting Things Get the School Year Started at Aylward Park

As a part of Seacole Park’s team building trips, Explore class were able to visit two 

attractions.

The first was to The Deep, which is one of the largest aquariums in the UK. Whilst

there, students were able to see a variety of marine life, including sharks and

fish. The highlight of this part of the day was the penguin exhibit, where students

were able to attend a live talk on penguins, as well as view them in a close up 

setting. 

After learning about the marine environment in the morning, students then 

spent their afternoon session at the Big Fun play area. This was a large 

indoor venue, with slides, climbing frames and other fun activities that the 

children were able to enjoy. The children engaged very well with this, with some of them 

surprising themselves with their climbing and jumping skills. 

Students took part in deciding the venues that should be visited during their day. They chose those two

places, based upon what they felt each child would enjoy the most. The students also helped to plan the

costings and itinerary of the day.

Everyone agreed that this was a very successful team building event, with many positive relationships

developed over the course of the event. Staff were most impressed with the way that students conducted

themselves. Students communicated very well with staff and each other and were extremely well behaved

at all times. Many thanks to all of the staff who worked so hard to make this trip a success. 🙏

Aquarium Visit and Climbing Fun for Explore Class

With the new academic year in full swing, students at Aylward Park have been particularly busy. 

After returning from the summer holidays, Nathan received a letter from the McLaren Formula One team. He

was very excited to receive this. Having written it before the start of the summer break, Nathan was starting

to give up hope of hearing back. 🏎️

In September, the class had a music lesson involving different types of percussion instruments. Kaitlyn took a

steel tongue drum and learnt how to play it in record time. She then gave an impromptu performance to the

other students, as well as to her parents. Everyone was very impressed by her performance, which was

greatly enjoyed.

Aylward Park students have also been very busy inventing new games. During a recent trip, two of the

groups invented a new game, which involved a badminton net and a basketball. This resulted in a very

enjoyable game, which involved everyone – including students who are sometimes not that keen to

participate in those sort of activities. Well done to these innovative young people.
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Seacole Park’s Learners Earn Bikeability Awards 

Three learners from Seacole Park recently gained

their Bikeability Level 1 and 2 awards. 

This involved two days of intensive learning,

followed by rigorous testing, to ensure that the

necessary cycling skills had been mastered. 🚴

Run by East Riding’s Bikeability team, the level 1

course took place on Friday 20th September, with

level 2 being completed the following Monday.

Although the first morning was spent in a traffic

free environment, the rest of the course was spent

on the open roads – with riders wearing

appropriate safety equipment, including high vis

vests throughout.

The course was designed to give learners a sound

understanding of the skills that would keep them

safe when cycling on the roads. It included basic

bicycle set-up and maintenance, use of brakes

and gears, riding with one hand, slow riding and

balancing, riding while looking behind, close

control skills and cycling around obstacles. As the

course progressed, learners gained confidence in

riding on the road around moving obstacles and 

navigating challenging junctions.

All three riders thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

"I feel much more confident in approaching

junctions and know how to signal," said one learner,

which the others strongly agreed with. All riders are

now looking forward to doing the level 3 course,

where their new skills will be developed even

further.

The exemplary commitment demonstrated by the

learners was noted by the East Riding staff, who

commented that, "The behaviour and commitment

from all the learners was brilliant. We hope to be

back at Seacole Park very soon."

Having passed their Bikeability tests, the three riders

were awarded their certificates, along with

Bikeability badges and a magazine.

Many thanks to Mr Tyler, who arranged the course

and to the East Riding Bikeability team who worked

so hard to run the event.

And congratulations to the three learners, who did

so well over the highly demanding two days!

"I feel much more confident in approaching
junctions and know how to signal." 
Seacole Park learner
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Wheatley Park Show the Way on
National Teaching Assistants’ Day

CCS Wheatley Park celebrated National Teaching

Assistants’ Day in style – putting on a series of

events to show their valued colleagues how much

they are appreciated. 🎉

This year, National Teaching Assistants’ Day fell on

Friday 27th September. This is a nationwide

observance and is a chance for parents,

colleagues and students to reflect upon and

celebrate the incredibly important work these

educators carry out. 

Widely accepted as some of the unsung heroes of

education, the day gives everyone the perfect

opportunity to say thank you. Staff and students at

Wheatley Park did that in style! 💛

Student’s a Wheatley Park handmade some lovely

cards for their TAs. These were given out in

assembly – where other events for the day

were also explained. Student ambassador, 

Jakob Johnso-Moty, spoke on behalf of the 

student body, before presenting the cards to 

staff.

Teaching assistants were later rewarded with

sweet treats and were encouraged to put their feet

up during break and lunch time. Wheatley Park

students also took the opportunity to extend their

gratitude for all that TAs do for them and for the

sense of belonging they give them, as part of the

Wheatley Park community.

Colleagues would also like to thank Wheatley Park’s

TAs for their unwavering dedication to their task.

Heartfelt thanks go out to Josh Vowles, Sue Morse,

Marie Shepherd (HLTA), Katey Richards and their

newest recruit Iona Bracher (aka Tigger). 
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Work Experience Afternoon is a Big Hit
with Wheatley Park Students

They say there’s no substitute for experience 

– and that is exactly what 

Wheatley Park students got 

on a Friday afternoon in late 

September. 👷‍♀️

Staff organised a range 

of activities around the 

school, to allow students 

to have a go at doing

different odd jobs.

Although closely supervised, 

students were able to use their 

own initiative to find the most 

efficient ways of carrying out the different tasks.

Student Completes Sponsored Walk for
Alzheimer’s Charity
A Boleyn Park student has recently completed a sponsored walk in aid of

Alzheimer's Society. 

Mason completed the event to raise money for the charity and also to 

raise awareness of the condition. Alzheimer’s Society is a UK based 

care and research charity, which helps people with dementia as well 

as their carers. He decided to undertake the challenge after his mum 

suggested the idea of raising money for a charity.

Staff at Boleyn Park were happy to donate to Mason’s sponsored walk and are 

very proud of his achievement, describing it as an, “Amazing example of a student 

showing empathy towards others”. Mason was keen to tell everyone how much he enjoyed the walk. Well

done Mason! 🥾🥾

These were fun based work activities, which the

students greatly enjoyed. But they also served to

help students to develop their independence skills. 

Among the range of 21st century skills 

learned, teamwork, listening and 

resilience featured prominently. 

Along with other technical skills, 

students also checked the tyre 

pressures on a car. (A very useful road 

safety skill!) 🚗

Well done to  all who took part so 

enthusiastically!

September
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Seacole Park Student Demonstrates
Excellent Understanding in Class Debate
A student at Seacole Park recently demonstrated

considerable writing talent by producing an

excellent piece of work on the subject of

fundamental British values. 

Each week, Seacole Park has a different topic

which is discussed during registration time. The

aim of these topics is to help develop learners’

critical thinking skills and deepen understanding

of relevant issues. 

The student says that she loves the debating

aspect of registration times. "Registration is

helping me remember what I've learnt throughout

the week...and we can win prizes each week.”

Her piece was so good that it won the 

week’s debate and was read out, by 

her, to her peers in assembly. The

piece is reproduced below.

“This week, during our registration,

we have been learning about British

values. On Monday, Mrs Robson put 

on a video about what it means to be 

British, and taught us what the four British 

values are.

They are: Individual liberty, which means that

every individual has freedom and rights, and

knows how to express those freedoms and rights

in a safe way. Tolerance and respect, which

means that we are tolerant of those of different

faiths, ethnicity, race, or anything else, than us.

.

Democracy, which means that as a nation, we

have a right to vote for our government and those

who represent us in parliament. And the rule of

law, which means that we have laws and

restrictions in place to keep everyone safe, and

that people who break these rules understand the

consequences of doing so.

On Tuesday, we went back over the information

we learned on Monday. On Wednesday we

debated. I debated pro-British values, stating that

the rule of law helps to keep everybody safe, and

that tolerance and acceptance helps everybody

be seen equally, and it doesn’t matter where you

come from, as long as you see Britain as your

home, we will welcome you as part of our

society.” 

Congratulations on this excellent piece of work. 
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On Thursday 26th September, year 10 and 11 students from 

Compass Community School Essex, visited Tendring Jobs 

and Skills Fair, at Princes’ Theatre, Clacton-on-Sea.

Organised by CCS Essex’s careers champion, Abi Overton, 

the trip was designed to make students more aware of 

career opportunities, once year 11 finishes. 

The students visited the careers event and were, at first, 

overwhelmed by the range of stalls and opportunities on offer. But they 

soon settled in and were discussing future careers, such as freight handling, 

hairdressing and journalism, with some local influential people in the different 

fields. They came away with a good deal of knowledge and enthusiasm, along 

with the obligatory flyers and free pens! 🖋️

The students particularly enjoyed the opportunity to try out their CPR skills at the Essex ambulance stall.

The event helped to focus students' sense of what they would like to go on to become once they leave CCS

Essex. Discussions with the various employers not only enthused them but also gave them a flavour of

what they need to achieve whilst still at school – to then build upon at college and 

sixth form. 

This was a very successful trip, with students widely acknowledging they 

left the event knowing far more about what they want to do when they 

leave school. CCS Essex say they will definitely be attending again next 

year and are already looking at similar events in neighbouring areas for 

later on this year.

Many thanks to Abi Overton, for organising the trip. And to Anne, Jo and 

Geraldine for accompanying the students.

CCS Essex say they will definitely
be attending again next year

and are already looking at
similar events in neighbouring

areas for later on this year.

Tendring Jobs and Skills Fair Fires the
Imaginations of CCS Essex Students
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Fen Park School to Address Growing SEND
Need in Lincolnshire
Fen Park, Lincolnshire’s newest specialist SEND school, is now

open and is accepting admissions. 🏫 (Since the time of writing,

the school is now full.)

Built in response to the growing need for SEND provision 

within Lincolnshire, Fen Park is a small and friendly school,

which is able to take 24 students from 10 – 17 years.

Headteacher, Craig Prestidge, is delighted with the new

school. “We are here with one goal in mind: to improve 

the life chances of young people who have previously 

struggled in a mainstream setting,” he says. “Although we 

fully appreciate that the SEND provision at a mainstream

school can often be the best solution for a young person, our 

experience has shown us – time and again – that there are 

students for whom a placement at a specialist school, like ours, is

unmatched.”

In common with other Compass schools, Fen Park uses a therapeutic approach, centred around the needs of

the individual child. Children at Compass schools often have wide ranging SEND needs – which need to be

properly addressed, before effective academic learning can take place. Compass believe their therapeutic

approach is a major reason why they have been able to put so many young people back on a path to

success.

A combination of specialist SEND staff and small class sizes (never more than six) are designed to ensure that

learners’ needs are responded to without delay – promoting trust and encouraging the learning process to

flourish.

“We understand that it is a privilege to be entrusted with the futures of our young people,” Craig explains.

“Compass Schools have consistently proven more than equal to that task – Fen Park, I promise you, will be no

exception.”
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CCS Owlswick’s recently installed six-station multi gym is proving to be a big hit with students. 

Known as “The Rig”, the outdoor exercise equipment has allowed students to enjoy the discipline of

resistance training, whilst enjoying Owlswick’s amazing outdoor setting.

 

Students are carefully supervised, to make sure that the equipment is always used safely and appropriately.

So far, the school has been delighted with the students’ enthusiasm and with the consistently responsible

way that they have engaged with the exercises. 

Owlswick staff are keen to promote the idea that physical fitness is an important  life skill – and one that has

tremendous benefits to students’ mental health. The new equipment has provided an exciting new aspect to

support students’ wellbeing. 

September
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As part of the preparations for the launch of their

new school, CCS Lincolnshire Fen Park held an open

day, and later on a coffee morning for Macmillan

Cancer Support.

Open day
Their open day on 20th September took place

between 10am and 2pm and was a great

opportunity for members of the public and other

potential stakeholders to see Compass’ newest

school, as well as to meet staff before it opened.

All of Fen Park’s staff took an active role in the open

day, whether that was welcoming people, giving

guided tours or running activities – which included

defusing a “bomb” by solving maths problems. The

event was well received by the visitors, who took a

keen interest in the school.

Among the highlights of the tour was the Past/

Present project that HLTA, Danielle Vickers, created.

By opening its doors to members of the public,

Fen Park’s Open Day and
Macmillan Coffee Morning

Fen Park was able to share its vision with the

community and allay potential concerns they may

have had. Past pupils and the site’s former

headteacher were also on hand to give a history of

the building’s previous incarnation.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
As well as helping with the open day, Fen Park’s staff

very kindly made cakes in preparation for the

Macmillan coffee morning, which they ran on Friday

27th September. 🍵Teaching Assistant, Samantha

Hull, came up with the idea – which was very well

received by the local community. Highlights of the

morning included Beth Newman’s Malteser cake –

which by all accounts was amazing! 🍰

Visitors to the coffee morning commented on how

bright and airy the school is, joking that they will

return every Friday for more tea and cake! 

Fen Park’s staff would like to thank all those who

attended (raising around £130 for Macmillan) and

hope to welcome everyone again soon.

Highlights of the morning included
Beth Newman’s Malteser cake –
which by all accounts was amazing! 
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Year 8 and 9 students from Boleyn Park recently enjoyed a trip to a rare breeds farm.

Hadleigh Farm, in Essex, is a commercial farm and rare breeds centre that is committed to environmental

and social progress. They hosted the visit, where students were able to find out about different rare breed

animals and what needs to be done to look after them. 

Students were lucky enough to be able to enjoy a “meet the 

animals” presentation, where they had the opportunity to hold 

some of the animals that live at the farm. 

They then went on to tour the farm – feeding a variety of 

farm animals as they did so. Having interacted with the

animals in this very positive setting, students had 

lunch in the farm’s café, which is run by 

neurodivergent volunteers.

This was a highly successful trip, with all students 

really enjoying their interactions with the animals – 

particularly when they were allowed to hold them. 

(Some of Boleyn’s students had never stroked or held

an animal before. 🐑)

Stroking a guinea pig was the thing that one year 8 student loved the most about the trip, with a year 9 

particularly enjoying seeing and feeding the pigs. Having seen how much Boleyn Park students loved this

trip, staff say they are likely to try and put it on again. Many thanks to all involved. ⭐

Boleyn Park Students Enjoy Visit to Rare Breeds Farm

Boleyn Park Produce “Poetree”
for National Poetry Day
Staff and students at Boleyn Park took a highly

creative approach to this year’s National Poetry Day.

Founded in 1994, the celebration is marked to

encourage people to make, experience and share

poetry. Thursday 3rd October saw Boleyn Students

engaged in a range of highly enjoyable poetry

related activities – the result of which was the

creation of a “Poetree”, which is shown in the photo.

Congratulations to staff and students at Boleyn Park

for this lovely piece of creative work.
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Hanningfield Reservoir and Nature Reserve
Trip Enjoyed by Boleyn Park Students

Boleyn Park students enjoyed a late summer visit

to Hanningfield Reservoir and Nature Reserve.

Students from years 8, 9 and 11, visited

Hanningfield as a part of their science lessons. Trip

organiser, Amanda Pilgrim-White, arranged the

event following visits from guest speakers from

Essex and Suffolk Water. During these talks,

students learned about water treatment and took

part in team building exercises – connecting pipes

to ensure that all customers had a reliable supply.

This engaging activity proved to be a great way to

set the scene for the reservoir visit. 

Once at the reservoir, students were given a

guided tour by the reserve’s education officer. As

they toured the nature reserve, students

completed a bingo-style quiz sheet, which

required them to recognise a variety of leaves.

Following this, students went on a bug trail, where

they had great fun finding all the bugs in the

woods. 🐞🦗🪲

To end the visit, students were able to go into a

wildlife hide, which was built specifically for

watching the reservoir’s wildlife. This gave students

the opportunity to use a pair of binoculars – which

was an exciting new experience for some of them.

As a result of the trip, students were able to learn

about, and recognise, a range of wildlife that they

had never seen before. This helped to broaden their

understanding of the environment and the many

species that inhabit it. Students also learned that the

water from the reservoir is the same water that

supplies their homes. 💧

This was a very enjoyable experience, with students

enthusing about how much they had learnt – the

highlights including: bird watching and bug hunting.

Acknowledging what a great experience for the

students it was, Amanda intends to organise

something similar for a different cohort at a future

time. She is also looking forward to visiting the link to

Hanningfield’s live bat box camera, during lessons,

to help students further understand the natural

world.

Many thanks to all involved in making this trip such

an enjoyable experience for Boleyn Park’s students. 

...broaden their understanding of the environment
and the many species that inhabit it. 
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Thursday 10th October was World

xMental Health Day. 

               Athelstan Park celebrated the                

xxxxxxxxxxxday by wearing yellow in  

xxxxxxxxxxxxsupport of the Young

xxxxxxxxxxxMinds charity. Young Minds

xxxxxxxxxwas founded in 1993 to help

xxxxxxxxxsupport the mental health of

xxxxxxxxxxchildren and young people,

xxxxxxxxxand to offer guidance to

xxxxxxxxparents.

Students and staff were encouraged to

wear an item of yellow clothing on the

day, to raise money for the charity and to

show support for people effected by

mental health issues.  

Staff and students at CCS North have enjoyed a varied program of events this term. 

On the 16th of September students went to Malham Cove to explore the natural formations and investigate

how a river changes along its course. This included observing and learning about natural formations such

as limestone pavements, waterfalls and rivers.

On 10th October the school celebrated Young Minds “Wear Yellow” Day to promote young people's mental

health. Students spent part of the day learning about strategies they can use to improve their mental health

and overall well-being. These included doodling, going for a walk and skimming stones. Students also took

the opportunity to write down a concern they currently had on a stone, before throwing it as far into the

reservoir as they could – “sending their worries away”.

As a part of Black History Month, students studied the 1936 Berlin Olympics – which took place under the

Nazis. In spite of the regime, many Black Olympians famously triumphed at the games. Among them, the

great American sprinter, Jesse Owens. Students enjoyed Caribbean cuisine for lunch, while watching a film

about his life and achievements.

In late October, students went on a trip to York Dungeons to celebrate Halloween. This was as a reward for

their hard work during the term. Once there, they learnt about the gruesome nature of British history through

time.

Athelstan Park Wear Yellow for
World Mental Health Day

A Busy Term for CCS North

All those taking part were asked to

make a £1 donation to the charity.

Due to the high level of participation

on the day, Athelstan managed to

raise £20 for Young Minds.

As well as raising awareness, the day

proved to be a lot of fun. Students and

staff embraced the love of all things

yellow – particularly yellow bows!

October
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GCSE Art Students Visit Safari Park 

GCSE art students at Mountfields Park went on a

photographic field trip, as a part of their GCSE art

coursework.

The visit took place on the 2nd October, in

response to the student voice request that West

Midlands Safari Park was the place of choice for

the trip’s theme.

Once inside the safari park, the year 11 Achieve

class were able to use their photographic skills to

develop their GCSE folios. By photographing the

wide range of species at the park, students were

able to fulfil the assessment 

criteria – that pupils must 

take photos for their 

portfolio – as well as taking part in trips to inform

their portfolio. 

The group drove around the park, so that students

were able to take pictures of the larger animals.

They then went on foot to see the smaller animals. 

Trip organiser, Elizabeth Hinds was delighted by

the trip’s success. “A great day for the pupils

involved,” she said. “Something different for them

to take part in and something that they had a say

in.” 

As a result of the trip, all pupils were able to get

amazing pictures – which they can add to their

portfolios and use to create drawings from.

The high quality work carried out on the

 visit will certainly contribute positively

                        to students’ final GCSE grades. Due 

to the success of the trip, it is likely that

                     something similar will happen in the

                    future. 

                 Many thanks to Elizabeth for organising 

                the trip. And  well done to Achieve 

                 class, for their excellent work!

“A great day for the
pupils involved!” 
– Elizabeth Hinds
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Students from Aylward Park produced some great work as part of National Poetry Day. 

Working on the theme of Halloween, students produced acrostic poems – using each of the letters of the

word HALLOWEEN in turn. Well done to Alex and Rose for these smashing poems.

Alex’s Acrostic Poem
He was spooked

Autumn was getting cold

Leaping into the forest

Lying in the leaves

Once there was mi

What is in the bomb?

Eating chocolate

Eating sweets

Nice smooth chocolate

Aylward Park Students Produce
Spooky Poems

Rose’s Acrostic Poem
Hocus pocus

Autumn leaves

Locked in a coffin

Living dead

Orange leaves falling

When I crept out of the coffin

Eggs falling from the trees with blood

Evil zombies come after me

Nectar from the witch’s cauldron
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Four year old labrador Billy is doing a great job at CCS

Hampshire Tull Park. 🐕

Although the labrador retriever is head 

teacher Lee Wright’s own dog, Billy has been 

working in school, as a therapy dog, since 

he was a puppy. 

Billy can often be seen wandering 

around the school corridors, spreading 

his own brand of peace and happiness

wherever he goes.

Needless to say, he is adored by staff and 

students, who find his gentle way a reassuring

influence. (Billy is also best mates with the school’s 

hamster.) He is pictured here with his

 favourite cuddly toy.

Thanks Billy, you’re a good boy!

the country’s leading zoological parks. (Among its

xxxxxxxxxxxxmany achievements, Marwell is known

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxfor its thought leadership in

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxconservation.)

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxAfter seeing the many attractions

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxat the zoo, students reported

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxparticularly enjoying the giraffes

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxand rhinos.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxThe success of this trip means that

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxit is likely to happen again as an

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxannual event – with the possibility

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxof GCSE art students making an

xxxxxxxxxxxxxextra visit to do some life drawing of

the animals.

Many thanks to everyone involved in making this

event happen. 

Staff and students at CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers

enjoyed a fantastic trip to Marwell 

Zoo – as a fun way of studying

science! 🔬

The visit took place in early 

October, with students using

the opportunity to investigate 

areas of biological and 

environmental science. These

included food chains, natural 

habitats and climates.

Although the main purpose of

the day was science based, students 

still found time to enjoy being together, seeing the

animals and soaking up the atmosphere of one of 

Billy the Labrador is Doing a Great Job at Tull Park

Marwell Zoo Trip for Hop Pickers Students
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On 3rd October, students at CCS Hereford took part in a “Space Walk” activity, in Brockhampton Woods.

The exercise was designed to develop students’ understanding of measurement, 

as well as to help them to comprehend the sheer size of our solar system.🌎

Hereford staff Mrs Lavender and Mrs Cembruch planned the activity to 

take place in Brockhampton Woods, so that there would be plenty of 

space for the measurements to be made. Once in the woods, students

 then measured out the relative distances between the Sun and the 

surrounding planets.

While completing the work, students were surprised to find that the distances 

involved where far greater than they had previously imagined. This did, 

however, give the boys the opportunity to enjoy a walk around the woods. 🌳

The students really enjoyed this activity and learnt new skills as a result. (Their only disappointment being

that they didn’t manage to find the duck pond…this time!)

In mid-October, Seacole Park students visited Foundations Live careers fair.

Foundations Live is a construction trade show and professional networking event for people of all ages.

Seacole Park students, from years 7 to 9, were able to visit the different stalls and talk to expert

representatives from each of the many trades involved in the construction industry.

One of the highlights of the interactive event was that children could try some hands-on skills for

themselves, such as bricklaying and plastering. Some of the students even had a go on a digger.

The pupils had a great day and enjoyed learning about possible careers for the future. Among the many

interesting things learned, one student was particularly fascinated by the fact that it takes around 6,000

bricks to build an average 3 bedroom house.

Having seen the success of the event, staff at Seacole Park plan to repeat the visit next year. Many thanks to

Miss Schofield for organising the trip.

Space Walk Shows Hereford Students How Big the
Solar System Really Is

Construction Careers Event Inspires Seacole Students
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Students Debut for Folkestone Invicta

Two Coastal Park students have recently debuted

for Folkestone Invicta FC’s disability men’s first

team. 

Year 11 student, RS, had his debut at the age of just

15. Although the team lost the match, RS’s

performance was outstanding. This resulted in him

being named man of the match by the opposition’s

manager, as well as by his own teammates. RS

has aspirations of progressing into the Folkestone

Invicta post-16 academy when he finishes at

Coastal Park.

Coastal Park’s JP also played in the game. He

made his debut last year, when he was in year 11.

JP is now continuing at Coastal Park this year and

has become a regular starter with the Folkestone

men’s team. He also plays in the B team and

wants to share his footballing skills by becoming a

coach.

Both footballers have since completed more

games with the club, with JP also being a man of

the match. Staff and fellow students at Coastal

Park are very proud of the students’ amazing

achievements and are excited about their future

footballing careers.

Good luck lads!                            

Great Football at Coastal Park!

Coastal Park’s Team are Tournament Finalists

The footballing skills of Coastal Park’s students really

shone through in October’s annual tournament. 

The tournament matched local independent

specialist schools in a series of well contested

games. Coastal Park’s team, consisting of students

from years 8 to 11, managed to go all the way to the

final!

They won their first two games, 6-0 and 2-0 and

drew their third 1-1. They then went on to win rounds

4 and 5, 4-1 and 5-1, to secure their place in the final.

This was an even greater achievement when

considering the team played the entire tournament

without any subs. This meant that every player had to

play for every minute of every game.  

Unfortunately, the series of gruelling matches took its

toll on the team. Coastal’s goalkeeper was injured –

leaving the captain, JP, to go in goal. 

Although Coastal Park played their hearts out in the

final, the outstanding opposition goalkeeper proved

to be too much. Narrowly losing by 2-0, this team

can be rightly very proud of their achievement, and

vow to try again next year.

Well done Coastal Park and many thanks to your

coach Wez Maher for all his hard work. 
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Mountfields Park

CCS Mountfields Park students celebrated Black History Month by studying wide-ranging topics to develop

their understanding of the subject.

The month’s celebrations started with a whole school assembly, which looked at Black History Month’s

origins, how it has grown and why it so important.

In PSHE lessons, students studied the story of the Windrush Generation. They saw how this important part of

British history has only recently started to be widely recognised, and why the narrative needs reclaiming.

In English, students studied the poem Half-Caste, by Guyanese poet John Agard – before discussing the

issues the piece raises. They also studied Benjamin Zephaniah’s No Problem – which references the racism

he experienced when he was at school.

As a part of Black History Month’s legacy, students were encouraged to become allies, to protect other

people from racism. To help equip them to do this, they discussed a range of scenarios they may encounter

and decided on what appropriate action they could take to give effective support. 

Seacole Park

Events to mark Black History Month at Seacole Park included an assembly and a school trip.

During Monday’s assembly, students were told about the context of the event – and why it is so important to

celebrate it.  This was followed, on Tuesday, by a trip to the William Wilberforce Museum in Hull. Once there,

students learnt about Wilberforce’s work to abolish the slave trade.

Back at school, learners continued their studies by looking at a collection of animated films that used real-life

experiences of young people of colour to explore racism, bullying and isolation. Once each story had been

studied, it was followed up with discussion and reflection.

A lesson was also dedicated to the poem Checking Out Me History, in which Guyanese poet, John Agard,

critiques how history is taught.

Primary learning provision at Seacole Park based their reading comprehension lessons around topics

relevant to Black History Month. Racing driver Lewis Hamilton, civil rights activist Rosa Parks and nursing

visionary Mary Seacole’s achievements were also studied as a part of this. Students then chose two of the

three and produced a poster about them.

As a result of the work carried out at Seacole Park, learners are now better able to articulate the importance

of Black History Month. They are also able to recognise how key changes in society have been impacted by

inspirational people of black heritage.

October
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Students at Tull Park look forward to enjoying

their weekly sessions at Willow’s Forest School. 

Willow’s put on forest-based activities for children

– which take place regardless of the weather – to

offer inspirational outdoor learning experiences.

Each session focusses on a particular activity,

which in mid-October was making leaf jars. 

Primary, as well as some younger secondary

students, enjoyed being outdoors and used their

creative skills to make the leaf jars. During the

session, students also developed some

woodcraft skills, as they learnt about nature.

Staff at Willow’s are always pleased to see Tull

Park’s children and have commented on how

great it has been to see them gaining in 

confidence as the weeks move on.

Students at Wheatley Park took the opportunity to learn about the Normans during their recent visit to

Caldicot Castle. 🏰

During their day out, students were given a tour of the castle and its grounds and were encouraged to think

about how Norman castles were built and defended. Caldicot Castle was originally built as a stronghold

during the Middle Ages but was restored as a family home during the Victorian period. 

Having previously studied Norman castles in their history lessons, it was a very useful 

experience for the students to visit a real one. The students greatly enjoyed the trip and 

showed a keen interest in the castle. This was particularly true of their visit to the 

dungeon – which proved to be the highlight of the day for many.

Forest School is a Weekly
Highlight for Tull Park Students

Wheatley Park Students Learn About the
Normans at Caldicot Castle

Other fun based activities at Willow’s include a mud

kitchen and Harry Potter wand making experience.

🪄

The sessions have become a high point of the week

for Tull Park children – who respond very well to the

hands-on nature of the activities and the natural

setting.
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Compass Community Schools took part in Halloween celebrations by decorating their doors to fit in with the

spookiness of the occasion.

This was a competition, run by Compass Residential Homes, which was open to all member of the Compass

community. Entries poured in from across the different services and were uploaded to 360 – our company

intranet – to be voted on by staff.

With the standard of entries very high, voting was inevitably tight. Tudor lodge were the eventual winners – who

won the movie night hamper as their prize.

Well done to everyone who entered. Entries from Seacole Park, Owlswick, Tull Park and Lancashire are shown

here, along with the winning entry from Tudor Lodge. 

Compass Schools Get Spooky for Halloween
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To mark the end of a successful half term, students at CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers enjoyed a day out

together at Chessington World of Adventures.

Due to the size of Chessington, students needed to break into smaller groups

and use their maps to navigate around the park under their own steam. This 

allowed them to plan their own day and prioritise the rides they particularly

wanted to go on.

This additional independence required students to demonstrate maturity in

their planning and communications. All students did this very well – making

staff very proud of them in the process.

“Students behaved fantastically!” said deputy headteacher, Holly Falconer-Leeds.

“They queued, took turns, shared, used their beautiful manners and enjoyed a full day 

out in a busy public place.”

Staff and students had a great day enjoying the rides, as well as the park’s other attractions. Well done to all

the students at CCS Hampshire Hop Pickers - you did us proud!

A promotional video was shot at CCS Athelstan Park in early November.

Conteur, the project’s filming company, took a number of shots around

the school, before interviewing staff in depth. 

By using this media, prospective staff, students and parents will be able

to get a better idea of what the school is like. The film has been designed

to address many of the questions that people commonly ask and should

help to inform their decision making, early on in the process.

A range of staff were interviewed, so that expert therapeutic, as well as

educational perspectives could be investigated. Among the topics

covered were the broad range of opportunities available to Compass

students, as well as the holistic approach used to best serve students’

developing needs.

Great Chessington Day Out for Hop Pickers

Cameras Roll at Athelstan Park
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Fen Park Welcomes its First Students
Compass Community Schools’ newest addition, Fen Park, is now welcoming its first cohort of children.

Opened in response to the growing demand for specialist SEND education, Fen Park works with boys and

girls from 7 to 17 years of age. The school is set within the rural village community of Bicker, in the borough

of Boston, Lincolnshire. In keeping with the values shared across all Compass Community Schools, Fen Park

fosters a close-knit, inclusive atmosphere that encourages the building of strong, purposeful relationships

between staff and students.

The school’s state-of-the-art facilities include a dedicated science and art space, therapy rooms, a sensory

space and specialist primary and secondary classrooms. There is also outdoor space – including a covered

area, a quiet back garden with raised flower beds, seating areas and sports equipment.

The school is run by executive headteacher, Craig Prestidge. Along with his team of teachers – including

specialists in maths, English and science – there is a therapeutic pastoral lead, four experienced teaching

assistants and a primary specialist. In addition to their specialisms, all staff are SEND trained. 

Once built, Fen Park quickly welcomed members of the local community and other potential stakeholders to

view its facilities. Hosting a series of open days, including a Macmillan coffee morning, the school was able

to show people around – explaining the aspirations of the new school, whilst allying any concerns that local

residents may have had. 

Headteacher, Craig, is delighted to see how well his new school has been received. “People understand

what we have set out to achieve at Fen Park,” he said. “The need for SEND provision has never been greater

in our area. I am delighted that Compass Community Schools stepped in to meet this challenge, and I have

no doubt that the opening of Fen Park will transform the life chances of many young people, for many years

to come.” (Continued on next page.)

I
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Fen Park continued...
In common with his Compass colleagues, Craig believes that the combination of specialist facilities and

specialist staff provide the perfect environment in which SEND students can learn and grow. “One of the

strengths of our smaller school setting is the personalized, one-on-one support each child receives. This

allows us to create a learning environment where every child feels supported, understood, and valued –

giving every one of our students their best chance to become their best selves.”

The school’s bespoke nature was quick to attract praise from prospective parents – who applauded the way

that provision is created around the needs of its students, and the clear implications this has for students’

future success.

Fen Park looks set to become a thriving part of the community. Lincolnshire and Peterborough local

authorities have both placed students at the school – with all 24 places now being filled. A waiting list has

been started for students who may wish to join in the future.

After the tremendous team effort to get the school ready for its first intake, Craig and his colleagues are

looking forward to working with their new students as soon as possible. Compass Community would like to

extend their best wishes to Craig, his fantastic team and the new students at Fen Park. 

Please email pupil.admissions@compass-schools.org with any enquiries.
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To mark the lead up to Remembrance

Day, staff and year 9 students at Boleyn

Park laid a wreath at Southend-on-Sea’s

Cenotaph.

The wreath, which was created in art

lessons, was made from modroc

(casting plaster) and paper poppies.

Students also wrote a poem, to be laid

with the wreath.

Students and staff then visited the

Cenotaph, where they were able to

reflect on the sacrifices made by service

men and women and pay their respects

to them. “It was great to see the children

place the wreath that they helped to 

Eld Park students were recently given a great opportunity to learn about the water system, when Anglian

Water visited their school in November.

After explaining the work of the water company to students, a practical challenge was set for them. Primary

and secondary students had to use their practical skills to connect water pipes and ensure that water flowed

through. In teams, they then looked at ways in which pipes could become blocked by experimenting with

items in the water – to represent sewage and see which items would naturally disintegrate.

Students greatly enjoyed the experience – and gained understanding about how the water system needs to

be looked after, if it is to keep functioning efficiently.

Boleyn Park Students’ Act of Remembrance

Anglian Water Visits Eld Park

make,” said Boleyn Park TA Faye.

Students had previously learned

about Remembrance Day and the

importance of observing it. 

As a part of their 

reflections, the students

practiced a two minute

silence in assembly, in 

preparation for 11th 

November.

Having visited the 

Cenotaph, staff and 

students shared the view 

that they will be continuing to 

observe Remembrance Day 

and will never forget.

November
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French horn player, John Gibbons, played The Last Post as a part

of Athelstan Park’s act of remembrance at their school.

On Monday 11th November, Athelstan Park’s whole community

gathered outside to mark Remembrance Day and at 11am Mr

Gibbons played The Last Post – marking the beginning of the two

minute silence.

The sombre occasion was observed with great dignity by staff

and students, who would like to thank their colleague and

teacher, John Gibbons, for kindly volunteering to play.

Last Post Played at Athelstan
Park’s Remembrance

Coastal Park Student Builds Outdoor
Gym Area for Fellow Students

A year 11 student from Coastal Park has been putting

his practical skills to great use by creating a gym area

at their Forest School.

Having learnt how to expertly use a range of tools,

the student has worked independently for 2 hours on

a Monday to develop this ongoing project.

Staff and fellow students are, quite rightly, very proud

of his achievement – which is being built purely from

materials at Forest School. In common with many

major undertakings, this outdoor gym project

continues to be developed – so that more students

can look forward to enjoying it.

November
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During mid-November, as a part of their cultural calendar, Athelstan Park students enjoyed a range of

exciting activities focussed on space.

Staff and students from KS2 to KS4 visited We Are Curious, in Bristol – and 

had a fabulous time with the science and arts centre’s interactive exhibits. 

During their visit, students were able to watch experiments being

performed by the venue’s Live Science Team. They also got to see a 

stargazing show in a 3D planetarium.

Back at Athelstan, an inter-class competition was held, to see who

could create the best astronaut outfit from a range of materials. Along 

with their practical skills, teamwork and communication skills were also 

tested by this activity. A lot of fun was had by the students, with some great 

work being produced. 

Very detailed work, based on the students’ knowledge, made for a high standard of entries. Headteacher,

Tyrone Perry-Harry, had a difficult task judging the competition – choosing 1st, 2nd and 3rd places from the

entries.

Students were very enthusiastic about all the event’s activities. Many thanks to John Gibbons and Mercedes

Dare for making this happen.

Athelstan Park Students Investigate Space

CCS Staffordshire Students Visit the National Memorial Arboretum
To mark this year’s Remembrance, staff and students at CCS

Staffordshire visited the National Memorial Arboretum.

The Arboretum is sited near Lichfield in Staffordshire and attracts many

visitors throughout the year – particularly during the time of

Remembrance. It was set up to honour the sacrifice of service personnel

and to serve as a focal point for acts of remembrance. 

Once there, students discovered over 400 memorials – nestled

amongst 25,000 trees. They enjoyed a tour on a land train and

experienced guided memorial talks and exhibitions which celebrated

lives well-lived, as well as lives lost.

In the lead up Remembrance Day, students also made poppies and

studied war poetry in their English lessons. 

The two minute silence was observed throughout the Compass

Community.
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Animal Encounters at Vicarage Park

Students at Vicarage Park were in for a treat when Zoo2U

visited their school.

To mark World Animal Day, expert handlers bought in a

range of tropical 

animals, which the children were able to pet. Students

were encouraged to handle snakes, spiders and

pygmy hedgehogs. 

In spite of some trepidation, the students were 

brave enough to pet the animals – all under expert

supervision. Students also enjoyed watching the 

teachers squirm, when they were asked to help 

hold the exotic creatures.

The event was greatly enjoyed and will doubtless be

remembered by staff and students – who look forward to

similar nature based experiences throughout the academic

year.

Vicarage Park Students Celebrate
Roald Dahl Day

Vicarage Park celebrated Roald Dahl

Day in September with a visit from the

“Enormous Crocodile” – one of Dahl’s

much loved characters. The crocodile

delighted students by bringing in a

range of Roald Dahl’s books for them to

enjoy.

Each class then participated in a range

of activities, based on James and the

Giant Peach, Charlie and the Chocolate

factory and Matilda. By the end of the

day, students had learned a lot about

the famous children’s author – and

were keen to continue to enjoy his

stories.



Compass Schools are unique and distinctive environments that are highly effective in supporting complex

children to achieve as much as they can within education.

We are passionate about all children accessing and most importantly, enjoying education. Our aim is for our

pupils to continue to be lifelong learners who are motivated to make the most of the opportunities that they

encounter.

Connect with Compass Community Schools by visiting our website compass-schools.org or following us on

LinkedIn, Instagram or Facebook. 

For media enquiries please contact communications@compasscommunity.co.uk

About Compass Community Schools

https://www.compass-schools.org/
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