
 
 

 

 

 

Wheatley Park 

 
 

Address: 25 – 27 Moredon Road, Swindon, Wiltshire SN25 3DF 

 
 

Website: compass-schools.org/schools/public/wheatley-park/ 

 
 

School opening hours for the students: 8.45 am – 3.00 pm 

 
 

Point of contact: Jane Cordes (Headteacher) – jane.cordes@compass-schools.org 

 
 

Type of Provision: Education (Independent Special School) 
 

Age range: Students aged 7 – 17 years (Years 3 -12) 
 

 
 

Characteristics 

 
 

Wheatley Park is a school for students with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

Students may have a range of diagnosis including ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder), 

Autism diagnosis (ASC), in addition to a range of comorbid conditions including dyslexia, 

dyscalculia, Speech and Language. All students have SEMH (Social and Mental Health) as a primary 

need and some have experienced significant childhood trauma. As such, students have a complex 

mix of learning needs and disabilities in addition to their primary difficulty.  Attainment on entry 

for nearly all our students is well below the national age related expectation and all our students 

have an Education, Health and Care Plan. 

CCS Wheatley Park Aims 

 
 
Through  our  innovative  approach  we  have  high  expectations,  high  aspirations  and  ambitious 

outcomes for all students. 

Our Mission is: 

• To engage, enable and challenge every student to achieve their full potential 

• To offer a well sequenced knowledge-based curriculum for each learning pathway which 

prepares our students for adult life in modern Britain 

• To empower our students with the knowledge to be able to make informed choices to keep 

themselves safe 

• To enable our students to be valuable and valued members of their community 

• To support students to achieve their full potential through ensuring high quality and 

consistent teaching and learning and appropriate accreditation pathways 

• To provide specialised learning environments tailored to meet individual needs 

• To promote the core learning and life values of independence and interdependence 

https://www.compass-schools.org/schools/public/wheatley-park/
mailto:jane.cordes@compass-schools.org


 
 

 

 
 
Curriculum 
 
 

Students complete baseline assessments on arrival to school and will follow either a pre-formal or 

formal curriculum with opportunities to move between them, depending upon individual need. 

As a secondary school, we follow a well sequenced knowledge-based curriculum for each learning 

pathway which aims to Engage, Motivate and Inspire students in order to prepare them for adult 

life.  The curriculum is subject based for those on the semi-formal and formal curriculum pathways; 

primarily based on the National Curriculum at KS2 - 4 and the preparation for adulthood pathways 

at KS5.  For those students who are not ready for subject specific learning, they will follow a 

nurture curriculum during the transition phase to support them to engage back into formal 

education. Please see: Wheatley Park Prospectus (compass-schools.org) for more information 

about the aims of the school. 

From Year 7, students follow the school’s Careers Programme and begin to focus on developing 

their understanding of and building on their strengths, social enterprise skills and developing skills 

they will need for future life. In addition they will develop the skills required to succeed in further 

training or employment in the future. They will have the opportunity to learn about the range of 

pathways available to them so that they can make informed choices and challenge themselves to 

aim high.  During their time at Wheatley, all students take part in work related learning, including 

both internal and external placement opportunities. 

Class groups 

 
 

Classes are taught in ability groups and which results in mixed age groups. Class sizes are small 

with 3 – 6 students in each. These are led by teachers and all classes have additional support 

staff.  The school is registered for 12 students. 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and Autistic Spectrum Condition (ASC) 
 
 

Students who have a diagnosis of ADHD or ASC (some have both) are supported with active 

learning and the provision of daily activity. Most of the formal curriculum takes place in the 

morning and during the afternoons which includes, PE, Swimming, Forest Schools, DT Cooking 

and TWIGS Community Garden where we are developing our Wheatley Garden. Students learn 

in similar ability groups but get the opportunity for peer related lessons, including PSHE and 

Cross Curricular Projects. 

Students are supported in class with a range of sensory materials and strategies to enable them 

to access learning and where appropriate, assistive technology is utilised. All students have 

access to a laptop to enhance their learning. Most students have spent some time out of school 

and so intervention programmes are in place to plug any gaps that have arisen as a result. 

All learning is supported by enrichment activities with the aim of increasing knowledge and 

culture capital. 

https://www.uplandsschool.org.uk/Curriculum-Overview/
https://www.compass-schools.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Wheatley-Park-Prospectus.pdf


 
 

 

 
 
Students will also present with SEMH as their primary need. The curriculum is underpinned 

through a therapeutic offer which enables students to grow within a nurturing environment. 
 

 

 
 

Houses 

 
 

The classes are arranged in houses as follows: Lydiard, Coate and Stanton, which are of equal size. 

Houses work together to support each other and share resources, curriculum opportunities and 

timetables and staff expertise. The House system creates a sense of belonging and community for 

both students and staff, for example through attending assemblies with classes from the same 

house and the house point system, as well as developing staff expertise. 

Admissions and Place Planning 

 
 

Admissions: 
 
 

A number of authorities refer students to Wheatley Park. The school is registered for 12 

students. 

Swindon Local Authority - Decisions on placement are made through SENRAP (Special Educational 

Needs Resources and Assessment Panel.) 

Wiltshire Local Authority – Decisions on placement are made by the SEND Placements Panel and 

can be accessed via you SEND Case Worker who holds the EHCP. 

Pupils will have an EHCP (Education, Health and Care Plan) which specifies their needs and require 

provision available in a special school staffed for pupils with SEMH needs. The type of school 

appropriate is always named at the outcome of the Statutory Education, Health and Care Needs 

Assessment. 

Students and their families interested in applying for a place are advised to contact the local 

authority in the first instance. 

If you would like to arrange a visit to the school, please contact: Education Referrals -

pupil.admissions@compass-schools.org 

 

 
 
Transition Support 

 
 

All students and their families are provided with careful and detailed transition support on entry 

to the school, during their school years and on leaving. Students and families are provided with 

information and impartial and independent guidance to plan their futures in conjunction with a 

wide range of skilled professionals and using a multi-agency approach, including an internal 

Transitions Team. 

mailto:pupil.admissions@compass-schools.org


 
 

 

 
 
Careful consideration and planning takes place to assess student need and to place them in the 

most appropriate class, to meet needs holistically and provide the most appropriate curriculum. 
 

 

 

 

 

Partnerships and provisions 

 
 

Partnership working supports all aspects of our learning offer and strong partnership relationships 

are an integral feature of the Wheatley community. The school works closely with external 

professionals to ensure that the educational, health and care needs of students are met and this 

collaborative working informs planning and delivery of curriculum content and wider educational 

experiences of each student. 

The therapeutic provision includes cognitive, psychodynamic, speech and language, occupational 

therapy and Education Psychologist assessments, where appropriate. This is led by a Therapeutic 

Pastoral lead who oversees the holistic therapeutic provision to meet students’ individual needs, 

often related to early life experiences. 


